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Dr. James E. Gentry

EDU 394-060/Curriculum Methods for EC-GR6: LA, SS, & FA
Tarleton State University/SPRING 2008
Dr. James E. Gentry, Ed.D.
Office:  E.J. Howell Education Building #306

Campus Phone: 254/968-0701

Email: gentry@tarleton.edu
Website:  http://www.tarleton.edu/~gentry
Course Meeting Time & Days: 9:00 to 12:00 MONDAY  ROOM #: Business 207 Weatherford College
Office Hours:  11:00 to 5:00 Wednesday-&-Friday

                         8:00 to 9:00 Thursday, 11:00 to 5:00 Tuesday 



 Please make an appointment whenever possible as we are often called to   

                           attend university meetings/functions during posted hours. Thank you

Program Goal:  TSU students, upon completion of certification requirements, will be reflective professional educators who make effective educational decisions that support the creation of dynamic learning classrooms.

TSU Catalog Description for EDU 394:  An examination of developmentally appropriate educational  strategies and instructional techniques in teaching language arts, social studies, fine arts to children (EC-GR 4).  Students will be expected to integrate language arts, social studies, and fine arts within the curriculum as well as evaluate curricula materials.  Prerequisites junior classification and completion of TASP requirement; RDG 311, SOSC 301, and FA 135.
Course Goal: Provide students the cognitive framework and opportunity to integrate social studies, language arts, and fine arts strategies dynamically, creatively using the TEKS as the base standards to develop interactive, engaging instructional opportunities for diverse learners. 
Course Resources:

Required Texts: (YOU NEED TO READ ALL REQUIRED READINGS)

Donoghue, M. R. (2001).  Using literature activities to teach content areas to emergent readers.  Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon. (AIDS IN LESSON PRESENTATION PROJECT~CHAPTERS 6 & 7)

Wallace, M. (2006). Social studies:  All day, every day in the early childhood classroom. Clifton Park, NY: Thompson. (READING TEXT)
Yellin, D., Blake, M. E., & Devries, B. A. (2004).  Integrating the language arts (3rd ed.). Scottsdale, AZ: Holcomb Hathaway. (READING TEXT)
Web Addresses:

Texas Education Agency HOME PAGE(www.tea.state.tx.us
STATE TEACHER CERT. (TExES/ExCET WEBSITE(www.sbec.state.tx.us
TEACHER STANDARDS(http://www.sbec.state.tx.us/SBECOnline/standtest/edstancertfieldlevl.asp
http://www.literacymatters.org/lessons/contentoverview.htm
Course Competencies & Understandings:

Students Will…
PPR Standard I. The teacher designs instruction appropriate for all students that reflects an understanding of relevant content and is based on continuous and appropriate assessment.
TExES SS Standard III. The social studies teacher uses knowledge and skills of social studies, as defined by the Texas Essential (TEKS), to plan and implement effective curriculum, instruction, assessment, and evaluation.
TExES LA Standard I. Oral Language: Teachers of young children understand the importance of oral language, know the developmental processes of oral language, and provide a variety of instructional opportunities for young children to develop listening and speaking skills.
TExES FA Standard II. The art teacher understands the skills and techniques needed for personal and creative expression through the creation of original

works of art in a wide variety of media and helps students develop those skills and techniques.

TExES FA Standard III. The art teacher understands and promotes students’ appreciation of art histories and diverse cultures.

· Demonstrate an ability to use national and state standards to develop goals and objectives for lessons & assessment for diverse students.
· Demonstrate an ability to plan an integrated lesson and assessments for diverse students. 
· Demonstrate an ability to gather resources for a lesson that meets the needs of diverse students.
· Demonstrate an ability to find and organize resources for differentiated instruction which allows for the integration of social sciences, fine arts, and language arts content.

Examination for Certification of Educators in Texas (TExES competencies)  All EC competencies will be met by the completion of EC program.

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO’s) and Course Understandings:


	Know/understand 
	Be able to do
	Value

	1. Demonstrate an ability to use national and state standards to develop goals and objectives for lessons.
	Write and implement effective instructional plans using the state and national standards.
	High expectations for themselves and their students in terms accomplishing and mastering national and state standards. 

	2.  Demonstrate an ability to plan an integrated lesson.
	Write and implement a lesson which is integrated by disciplines and are developmentally appropriate.
	Thoughtful lesson planning and implementation of lessons which utilize several disciplines. 

	3.  Demonstrate an ability to gather resources for an integrated lesson.
	Create/implement lessons with eclectic multimedia resources.
	Resourcefulness, creative gathering and implementation of resources to engage students in constructivist learning experiences.

	4 . Demonstrate an ability to find and organize resources for teaching the integration of social sciences, fine arts, and language arts.
	Incorporate effective strategies which integrate LA/SS/FA and other disciplines as well as all areas of language into their instructional plans.
	Constructivist classrooms which practice integrated curriculum and practice of LA/SS/FA. 


Technology Competencies:

Content and assignments for this course are based on the SBEC EC-12 TExES Technology Standards and reflect the ISTE Standards. This includes: using productivity tools to collect, process, and report data and information. All students are expected to practice ethical and legal uses of technology.
EC-12 TExES Technology Application Standards:

Standard I. All beginning teachers use technology-related terms, concepts, data input strategies, and ethical practices to make informed decisions about

current technologies and their applications.

Standard II. All beginning teachers identify task requirements, apply search strategies, and use current technology to efficiently acquire, analyze, and

evaluate a variety of electronic information.

Standard III. All beginning teachers use task-appropriate tools to synthesize knowledge, create and modify solutions, and evaluate results in a way that

supports the work of individuals and groups in problem-solving situations.

Standard IV. All beginning teachers communicate information in different formats and for diverse audiences.

Standard V. All beginning teachers know how to plan, organize, deliver, and evaluate instruction for all students that incorporates the effective use of

current technology for teaching and integrating the Technology Applications Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) into the curriculum.

Assessment Components & Evaluation Summary: (See Course Requirement Descriptions & Due Dates)

Points & % GRADING SUMMARY: 100 points=100%

Current Events~4 points (4%)

Textbook Evaluation~5 points (5%)

Integrated SS Lesson~15 points (15%)
Fine Arts Reflection~5 points (5%)
Professionalism~10 points (10%)

MID~TEST~20 points (20%)

Final/POP-TESTS~41 points (41%)

                                                                                                TOTAL ALL (100 points)MAX
Attendance Policy: 
· After 2 absences for any reason, you must schedule an individual conference with me.

· Coming late to class or leaving early will be considered as significant as absences.    
· It is important to note that arriving later, leaving early, or missing class will have a significant impact on your professionalism grade. 
· Missing 10% of your time in class will lower your grade by a letter.     

Professional Standards for the Department of Curriculum and Instruction:

Candidates for teacher certification at Tarleton State University will demonstrate the following qualities and behaviors in pursuit of their goal of becoming a professional educator.

Communication:

· Communicate appropriately and effectively with colleagues, supervisors, students, parents, and members of the community. Uses effective oral and written communication.

Collaboration:

· Work collaboratively with colleagues, mentors, and supervisors to achieve the local, state, and national goals of education. Shows courtesy to peers, public school students, and teachers and professors.

Commitment:

· Demonstrate commitment to the teaching profession and exercise leadership for the advancement of the profession and public education. Shows enthusiasm in and for class.

· Be responsible, punctual, regular in attendance, and prepared to participate in all aspects of professional development. 

Professional Development:

· Assume responsibility for utilizing professional teaching practices and constantly strive to improve though professional growth. Accept constructive feedback and demonstrates willingness to make improvements in attitude and performance if needed.

Ethical Conduct:

· Uphold the code of Ethics for Texas Educators and abide by local, state, and federal rules, regulations, and polices.

· Demonstrate respect and maintain ethical conduct in relations with professional colleagues, students, parents, and members of the community. Exhibits honesty and personal integrity.
Professionalism Defined:

Ground rules for discussions and assignments: Although I am certain most of us are clear about what democratic deliberation and civil discussion entails, I want to spell out in writing how I expect our discussions to precede. We may refer directly to them if the situation arises.

Respect

· We are not always going to agree or see everything the same way; each person has a right to and responsibility for his/her own feelings, thoughts and beliefs.

· When speaking of an occurrence or relaying one's experience outside the class, refrain from disclosing identities of those involved.

· In interpreting others' comments, we should be fair-minded and understanding.

· When others are speaking, professor or classmates, it is important that you maintain a respectful listening atmosphere. 

· I expect you to turn yours off during class.  Text messages will be seen as disrespectful and unprofessional. 

Risk-free Environment

· Students and the professor should work together to make a safe, respectful and comfortable atmosphere that enables maximum learning.

· I will not ask you to take any risks in class (such as sharing your own experiences) that I am not willing to make myself. We are all in this together.

· No question is stupid. We all learn at different paces and by asking questions.

Honesty

· You should feel comfortable and respected in the academic environment so that you speak honestly about your thoughts, ideas and opinions.

· All work you submit must be your own. It should be new, original work created solely for this class and not for another class assignment If you use someone's words or work other than your own please use the appropriate citation. (See APA Manual)

· World Wide Web - Any work you find on the Web must be cited. Provide the URL and the name of the website. Lessons found on the Web must be adapted and modified (using proper citations) for your personal use. 

4. Attendance

· Your commitment to becoming the best teacher possible includes regular, timely attendance and participation.

· You are responsible for asking someone to take notes, and gather handouts for missed classes. It is your responsibility to find out what you missed. 

· Mock interviews MAY NOT be scheduled during this class time. 

5. Participation 

· You will need to read before the class session, participate in classroom assignments, and actively listen to any classroom discussions.  
· In class reflections and activities cannot be made up. 

· Projects are due on the dates listed on the calendar provided in class and will not be changed.  Please plan ahead and make arrangements to insure your work is turned in on time.  Late papers will be accepted; however, in addition to the assignment you must turn in a written note that explains the tardiness.  This tardiness in turning in the assignment will be reflected in the grade given for the assignment.   

· All assignments must be edited, typed and stapled.  Assume technology is evil. (  
Academic Honesty: 
Academic honesty is expected of students enrolled in this course. Cheating on examinations, unauthorized collaboration, falsification of research data, plagiarism, and copying or undocumented use of materials from any source, constitute academic dishonesty, and may be grounds for a grade of “F” in the course and/or disciplinary action. The student is responsible for reading and understanding the University Policy on Academic Integrity.  For additional information, see the university catalog. Turnitin© will be used for all academic papers.

American with Disabilities Act:
If you have special needs due to a learning disability or other disability, please contact 

Trina Geye, MS, LPC

Student Disability Services
Call 254-968-9400 to schedule an appointment before the 3rd class day. 

The Teaching and Learning Center, Thompson Student Center, Rm. 15
Library/Technology Use/Student Help @ TSU
Library Support: 

The mission of the Dick Smith Library is to supplement and enrich classroom teaching and learning; to support individual study and research; and to reinforce all curricular and recreational programs of the University. Use the following link to view the library support available: http://www.tarleton.edu/~library/userhelphome.html
Computer Usage Policy: The University reserves the right to limit, restrict or deny access to its technology resources, as well as to take disciplinary and/or legal action against anyone in violation of these regulations or applicable law. Use the following link to view the acceptable computer use policy: 

http://www.tarleton.edu/~helpdesk/network/acceptable_use.html
 

Technical Support: 

         Students needing technical support with online instructional tools will find useful information, tips and contact information at the Center for  online support services http://online.tarleton.edu/Dual/DualLoginPage.htm. 
Student having problems with online instructional tools including Blackboard CE6 should contact the support services at 254.968.1960 or through Email at Support.CITDE@tarleton.edu 
Note:  Many of the problems reported by students are caused simply by the fact that their browser is not set up (tuned) properly or they are not using the correct browser version. Information concerning computer configuration for Blackboard CE6 can be found at http://online.tarleton.edu/Dual/computersettings.htm .  If you have questions please contact Online support services at 254.968.1960 or through Email at Support.CITDE@tarleton.edu 
         Students having problems with Email or accessing the Tarleton Network should contact the Tarleton Information Services helpdesk at: http://www.tarleton.edu/~helpdesk/ 
 

Student Help: 

Additional information about how to use Blackboard CE6 and many other helpful tips can also be found in the student resources area of the Center for Instructional Technology and Distributed Education website.  The Blackboard CE6 Student Toolbox: 

http://online.tarleton.edu/students/CE6handbook/home.htm
To get started using Blackboard CE6, carefully read the information in this section of the Blackboard CE6 Student Toolbox:  http://online.tarleton.edu/students/CE6handbook/page_2.htm
 
My Philosophy of Education: 

Teaching is the noblest of professions.  Our work is the only work that seeks the advancement of the individual.  We are mentors, parents, social workers, counselors, and etc.  In short, teachers are in a profession that is asked to be many things for a diverse public.  Those who take up the mantle of teaching must desire lifelong learning experiences which are used to continually adapt instruction to meet the needs of one’s students.  Learning is life.   Learning is questioning, genuine, seeking, and changing.  We learn from each other and grow from the experiences we share.  This anonymous quote summarizes my philosophy, “He who ceases to learn cannot adequately teach.”       

Course Requirement Descriptions and Due Dates:

Current Events in Education 




             TOTAL(4 points)


You will find 4 articles containing current information from news papers, magazines, and the web regarding current events in education.  We are heading into presidential election year.  This is the time politicians belittle public education.  After you chose an article, compose a write a 1 to ½ page typed pithy opinion. Attach article to your opinion writing. We will discuss these in groups and in general class assembly. Newspapers will be offered for free in the front lobby of the E.J. Howell Education Building. Misspellings and poor grammar will result in the loss credit for the assignment. Please use a spell checker. You must include the an APA citation for the article above your opinion summary.  (See APA Manual)
Due Dates:  4 ARTICLES—ONGOING 1/21/08, 02/11/08, 03/03/08, & 04/14/08) 1 point each
Presentation 
(USE Donoghue, M. R. Chapters Six & Seven for help)    TOTAL(15 points)


Present a lesson idea with a 1 to 5 page handout to me. Your presentation handout should include a.) materials needed (e.g., trade books); b.) time it will take to carry out the lesson, c.) the language arts/social studies/fine arts TEKS your lesson will integrate, d.) differentiation/modification for  ideas students with special needs and giftedness, e.) how the teacher will assess the students learning, and f.) specify the grade levels your lesson is designed to accommodate. You will share your perspective of how the lesson will integrate social studies, language arts, & fine arts TEKS (SEE WEB SITES BELOW). A PowerPoint notes/slide handout will not be accepted as the handout. All written work except for the handout given to me will be computer generated (i.e.,  PowerPoint)((no handwritten work on charts, posters, ect... ).  I recommend the use of PowerPoint for your presentation. If you want to include photographs of examples, imbed them in your PowerPoint. You will present this as a teacher presenting a lesson idea to colleagues. Your presentation can not exceed 15 min(S). Misspellings and poor grammar will result in the loss credit for the assignment. Please use a spell checker. The following websites will help you:

LANGUAGE ARTS TEKS: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter128/ch110-128a.pdf#xml=http://www.tea.state.tx.us/cgi/texis/webinator/search/xml.txt?query=LANGUAGE+ARTS+TEKS&db=db&id=989922cb8dd8ce5
SOCIAL STUDIES TEKS: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ssc/teks_and_taas/teks.htm
FINE ARTS TEKS:  http://www.cedfa.org/integration/ContentConnections_Elementary.pdf
                                   http://www.cedfa.org/teaching/index.php?file=index.txt&expand=1,5
TAKS LINKS:

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/taks/booklets/index.html
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/resources/release/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/taks/rubrics/index.html
EXAMPLES FROM PREVIOUS CLASSES:

http://www.tarleton.edu/~gentry/student work.htm
 
Due Dates for Possible Presentation days (4 presenters per day only): (15 min(s) MAX)
  Sign up for your presentation on the presentation sign-up sheet.  The possible days for your presentation are (MONDAY 2/18/08, 2/25/08, 3/31/08, & 4/21/08).  
Professionalism 




              

TOTAL(10 points)


This class is active and dynamic, so “getting the notes” will not replace the experience.  Participation in class activities, enthusiasm, and eagerness to learn are essential.  You will be a model of learning engagement to your students one day. Attendance is important. You will have input into your professionalism evaluation with the Pre~Service Teacher Professional Self-Evaluation and the Literature Circle~Self Reflection & Group Evaluation rubrics (http://www.tarleton.edu/~gentry/Rubrics/Rubrics.htm). This simulates PDAS evaluations involving teacher input in Texas public schools.  

Pre~Service Teacher Professional Self-Evaluation & Literature Circle~Self Reflection & Group Evaluation Rubrics Due Date: 4/21/08 MON. (5 points each)
Textbook Evaluation (CLASS PROJECT)
 
     TOTAL(5 points)
You will respond to two textbook surveys, and you will write a 1 page paper evaluation of a content textbook and include one readability score. 

MONDAY~March 24th~(WE WILL MEET IN THE COMPUTER LAB in Business 105)
LA-SS-FA/Learning Review Testing/Quizes                                            TOTAL(20+? points)                                 

MID~TEST=03/10/08 MON. ~BEFORE SPRING BREAK= 20 points
READING/LISTENING COMPREHENSION~TESTS=5 points each
I may or may not give QUIZES over reading and discussions.  If you are given a QUIZ, subtract 5 points from final test requirement. (SEE CALENDAR FOR DATES)
Experience with the Arts/ Reflections (2 @ 2.5 points each)                                           TOTAL(5 points) 

Because experience with the arts is a need to use arts in your instruction planning, you are required to attend 1 theater production and 1 music production.  A reflection evaluation is needed and is provided ON-LINE (http://www.tarleton.edu/~gentry/resources/resources.htm). You can receive the TSU student price for admission at TSU functions. You are allowed to attend non TSU musical or theater events.  You need to have the ticket or brochure from the events attached to your refection sheets as a record of your attendance. See the fine arts department for possible opportunities at TSU.  As opportunities become available, they may be listed on TSU’s online calendar.
Reflection Due Date:  04/28/08 MONDAY (2 @ 5 points each)



 
Final Exam:  5/05/08   MONDAY (WEB-CT~ONLINE)  3:00 PM to 5:30 PM TOTAL (41-? points) 
IF YOU ARE GIVEN A QUIZ~SUBTRACT 5 points

	Dates by the Week
	*Possible Discussion Topics

*LIKE ANY LESSON~TOPICS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
	Reading Assignments
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
	PROJECTS/TESTS/

QUIZZES
	TSU ARTS OPPORTUNITIES

	Week of: January 14
	Syllabus Q & A

Literature Circles Concept (ON~LINE)
What are LA, SS, and fine arts?

Review of LA/SS/FA TEKS
	Chapter 1: Yellin et. al
	NONE
	REMEMBER THE TICKET

or

BROCHURE


	Week of: January 21
(MONDAY NO CLASSES)
	Literature Circles Concept (ON~LINE)
What are LA, SS, and fine arts?
Know Thy Student=#1 Law of Education


	Chapter 1: Donoghue

Chapter 4: Yellin et. al
Review LA/SS/FA TEKS

(see  Presentation Web Addresses)
	1 Education Current Event:  
1/21/08
POSSIBLE QUIZ THIS WEEK
	GO

TO

TARLETON’S

ONLINE

CALENDAR



	Week of: January 28
	How we learn through Integration PART 1?


	Chapter 1: Donoghue

Chapter 4: Yellin et. Al

Review LA/SS/FA TEKS

(see  Presentation Web Addresses)
	POSSIBLE QUIZ THIS WEEK
	

	Week of: February 4
	How we learn through Integration PART 1?

(Theories & Practice) EC & beyond

Components of SS & LA
	Chapter 1: Donoghue

Review LA/SS/FA TEKS

(see  Presentation Web Addresses)
	POSSIBLE QUIZ THIS WEEK
	

	Week of: February 11
	How we learn through Integration PART 2?

Components of SS & LA=COMPREHENSIVE

	Chapters 6 & 7: Yellin et. al
	1 Education Current Event:  

2/11/08
POSSIBLE QUIZ THIS WEEK
	

	Week of: February 18
	Language & Literacy—READING  1


	Chapter 6: Wallace

	PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITY

(4 ONLY) 2/18/08
 GO TO THE LIBRARY TBA
	

	Week of: February 25
	Language & Literacy—READING  2

Readability Formulas

Mentor Texts & Text Sets (CLASS PROJECT)

The Art of Planning the Lesson

IQ vs EQ!!!!  LS, & MI Theory & Application
	Chapter 3: Wallace

REVIEW PAST  READING & NOTES
	PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITY

(4 ONLY) 2/25/08

	

	Week of: March 3
	The Art of Planning the Lesson
IQ vs EQ!!!!  & MI Theory & Application
	Chapter 3: Wallace
Chapter 3: Yellin et. al
Chapter 4: Wallace
(WE WILL REVISIT THIS)
	1 Education Current Event:  
3/3/08

	

	Week of: March 10
	The Art of Planning the Lesson

Creating a Learning Environment

The Classroom & Beyond

Readability Formulas
	Chapter 2: Wallace

Chapter 2: Yellin et. al
	MID~TEST=03/10/08 MON.                       20 points

	

	Week of: March 24
Meet in COMPUTER LAB
March 24~MON,
(SPRING BREAK MARCH 17-22)
	Readability Formulas
Writing + Publishing=STUDENT AUTHORS
	Chapters 8 & 9: Yellin et. al
 Chapter 10: Yellin et. Al
	TEXTBOOK EVALS DUE
3/24/08

	

	Week of: March 31
	The Heart of the Teacher=KTS (KNOW THY STUDENT)
My Action-Research Experience
	Chapter 10: Wallace
 Chapter 10: Yellin et. Al

	POSSIBLE QUIZ THIS WEEK
 PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITY

(4 ONLY) 3/31/08
	

	Week of: April 7
	BDA: STRATEGIES

Mentor Texts & Text Sets (CLASS PROJECT)

BLENDING STRATS (CLASS PROJECT)
The Diverse Classroom

Good Readers vs. Struggling Readers
	Chapter 10: Wallace

Chapter 10: Yellin et. Al


	NONE
	

	Week of: April 14
	BDA: STRATEGIES

BLENDING STRATS (CLASS PROJECT)
The Diverse Classroom

Good Readers vs. Struggling Readers
	Chapter 11: Yellin et. Al

	1 Education Current Event:  
4/14/08

	

	Week of: April 21
	!!ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SPED !!

Technology Today & Beyond
The Diverse Classroom & REVISIT MI & LS
Good Readers vs. Struggling Readers
	REVIEW: Chapter 3: Wallace

Chapter 3: Yellin et. al

Chapter 4: Wallace

	POSSIBLE QUIZ THIS WEEK
Professional Rubrics DUE (4/21/08~MON.) 
PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITY

(4 ONLY) 4/21/08
	

	Week of: APRIL 28
	!!Assessment Today!!

MISC ELEMENTS & TOPICS MERGE HERE

	Chapter 11: Wallace

	Experience with ARTS/Reflections (2 DUE)                        DUE: 4/28/08
	Experience with ARTS/Reflections (2 DUE)                         DUE: 4/28/08

	Week of: May 5
(FINALS WEEK)
	Final Exam:  5/05/08 (WEB-CT)
 MONDAY 3:00 PM  to 5:30 PM

41-? POINTS (SEE QUIZZES)
	STUDY/REVIEW WEEK
	I will Return any assignment not returned to you …
	HAVE A NICE 

( ( SUMMER ( (


Learning Notes/Questions and Ideas:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“He who ceases to learn cannot adequately teach.”
Grading Scale:


A=90-100


B=80-89


C=70-79








D=60-69


F=59 points and below














*The professor reserves the right to modify the syllabus and assignments for this course. 
Curr/Meth EC-grade four I—12240—EDU 394-060


