EDU 510- 010 TMATE Selected Topics

Foundations of the Elementary and Middle School Curriculum

TMATE Office: 254-968-9095

Email: grissom@tarleton.edu
Instructors: Stephenville Campus

       Room TBA by TMATE

       James Gentry (Jim) 254/968-0701(email: gentry@tarleton.edu)
      Paige Worrell (WEB PAIGE) 254/968-0702 (email: worrell@tarleton.edu)
Program Goal:  Tarleton State University students upon the completion of certification requirements will be reflective professional educators who make effective educational decisions that support the creation of dynamic learning environments.

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION FOR EDU 510: 
Foundations of Elementary and Middle School Curriculum. (3-0) A study of the elementary and middle school curricula, including English language arts and reading; mathematics; life, earth and physical science; social sciences; fine arts; health and physical education. Additional topics include the state adopted curriculum, local school instructional programs and national/state assessment programs. Satisfactory performance in the course is a prerequisite to continuing enrollment in the TMATE program.
Textbooks: 

Required:

Nath, J. & Ramsey, J. (2004).  Preparing for the Texas preK-4 teacher certification: A guide to the comprehensive TExES content areas exam.  Boston, MA: Pearson/Allyn and Bacon.

Herrell, A.L. & Jordan, M. (2006).  50 strategies for improving vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency: 
An active learning approach (2nd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson.
Optional:
Pappas, C.C., Kiefer, B.Z., & Levstik, L.S. (2006).  An integrated language perspective in the elementary school: An action approach (4th ed.).  Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.  

Van de Walle, J.A. (2004). Elementary and middle school mathematics: teaching developmentally (6th ed.) Boston, MA: Pearson.

Articles or other pertinent documents may be assigned as additional readings by individual instructors based on content requirements.  These are not optional.

Course Competencies:
The students will demonstrate mastery of the content knowledge required of an entry-level educator in this field in Texas public schools for the following TExES Competencies:
	EC–4 Generalist
	4-8 Generalist

	English Language Arts and Reading Standards I–X
	English Language Arts and Reading 4–8 Standards I–VIII

	Mathematics Standards I–VIII
	Mathematics Standards I–VIII

	Social Studies Standards I–X
	Social Studies Standards I–X

	Science Standards I–XI
	Science Standards I–XI

	Art Standards I–V
	

	Music Standards I, III, V, VI, VII, and IX
	

	Health Standards I and III
	

	Physical Education Standards I–VI
	


Student Learning Outcomes: (Learning outcomes are based on the SBEC Standards)

Upon completion of this course the student will be expected to successfully demonstrate an understanding of teacher competencies as outlined in the SBEC grade level certification standards.  It is the responsibility of the student to download and print a copy of their certification standards.  These should be brought to the first class meeting and every class meeting to come.  (http://www.sbec.state.tx.us/SBECOnline/standtest/edstancertfieldlevl.asp)
Evaluation:

Content Assignments



70% (BOOK MARKS/QUIZZES & HTFC) 
Common Assessment



20%  (TESTING)
Professionalism & Participation


10%

A = 90-100%; B= 80-89%; C=70-79%; D=below 70%
Course expectations, reading, and other assignments will be made by individual instructors during class periods.
In order to receive TSU authorization to take TExES, students must maintain a B average in this course and illustrate at least 5% growth on the post test (common assessment).

Professional Standards for the Department of Curriculum and Instruction:

Candidates for teacher certification at Tarleton State University will demonstrate the following qualities and behaviors in pursuit of their goal of becoming a professional educator.

Communication:

· Communicate appropriately and effectively with colleagues, supervisors, students, parents, and members of the community. Uses effective oral and written communication.

Collaboration:

· Work collaboratively with colleagues, mentors, and supervisors to achieve the local, state, and national goals of education. Shows courtesy to peers, public school students, and teachers and professors.

Commitment:

· Demonstrate commitment to the teaching profession and exercise leadership for the advancement of the profession and public education. Shows enthusiasm in and for class.

· Be responsible, punctual, regular in attendance, and prepared to participate in all aspects of professional development. 

Professional Development:

· Assume responsibility for utilizing professional teaching practices and constantly strive to improve though professional growth. Accept constructive feedback and demonstrates willingness to make improvements in attitude and performance if needed.

Ethical Conduct:

· Uphold the code of Ethics for Texas Educators and abide by local, state, and federal rules, regulations, and polices.

· Demonstrate respect and maintain ethical conduct in relations with professional colleagues, students, parents, and members of the community. Exhibits honesty and personal integrity.

Academic Honesty: Academic honesty is expected of students enrolled in this course. Cheating on examinations, unauthorized collaboration, falsification of research data, plagiarism, and copying or undocumented use of materials from any source, constitute academic dishonesty, and may be grounds for a grade of “F” in the course and/or disciplinary action. The student is responsible for reading and understanding the University Policy on Academic Integrity.  For additional information, see the university catalog. Turnitin© will be used for all academic papers.

Americans with Disabilities Act:  Student Disabilities Services, Room 201 Math Bldg.:  Students who have special instructional needs because of a physical handicap or a learning disability should discuss their special needs with Ms. Trina Geye, Director of Student Disabilities Services.  Call 968-9400 to schedule an appointment before the 3rd class day.  

The Teaching and Learning Center, Thompson Student Center, Rm. 15:

· Frequently tutoring through the Teaching and Learning Center (968-9480) is also available (at no charge) for students desiring extra help.

· Other departmental tutors including the Language Laboratory Assistants provide tutoring for a small fee.  Please ask your instructor for details.  For more information see: http://www.tarleton.edu/~sds/students.html
Library Support: The mission of the Dick Smith Library is to supplement and enrich classroom teaching and learning; to support individual study and research; and to reinforce all curricular and recreational programs of the University.  Use the following link to view the library support available:  http://www.tarleton.edu/~library/
Professionalism Defined:

Ground rules for discussions and assignments: Although we are certain most of us are clear about what democratic deliberation and civil discussion entails, we want to spell out in writing how we expect our discussions to precede. We may refer directly to them if the situation arises.

Respect

· We are not always going to agree or see everything the same way; each person has a right to and responsibility for his/her own feelings, thoughts and beliefs.

· When speaking of an occurrence or relaying one's experience outside the class, refrain from disclosing identities of those involved.

· In interpreting others' comments, we should be fair-minded and understanding.

· When others are speaking, professor or classmates, it is important that you maintain a respectful listening atmosphere. 

· We expect you to turn your cell phones and PDA’s off during class.  Text messages will be seen as disrespectful and unprofessional. 

Risk-free Environment

· Students and the professors should work together to make a safe, respectful and comfortable atmosphere that enables maximum learning.

· We will not ask you to take any risks in class (such as sharing your own experiences) that we are not willing to make ourselves. We are all in this together.

· No question is stupid. We all learn at different paces and by asking questions.

Honesty

· You should feel comfortable and respected in the academic environment so that you speak honestly about your thoughts, ideas and opinions.

· All work you submit must be your own. It should be a new, original work created solely for this class and not for another class assignment.  If you use someone's words or work other than your own, please use the appropriate citation. (See APA Manual)

· World Wide Web - Any work you find on the Web must be cited. Provide the URL and the name of the website. Lessons found on the Web must be adapted and modified (using proper citations) for your personal use. 

4. Attendance

· Coming late to class or leaving early will be considered as significant as absences.  You MUST sign the TMATE attendance sheet 

· It is important to note that arriving later, leaving early, or missing class will have a significant impact on your professionalism grade.    

· Your commitment to becoming the best teacher possible includes regular, timely attendance and participation.

5. Participation 

· You will need to read before the class session, participate in classroom assignments, and actively listen to any classroom discussions.  
· In class reflections and activities can not be made up. 

· All assignments must be edited, typed and stapled.  Assume technology is evil. (
Technology: Content and assignments for this course are based on the SBEC Technology Standards and reflect the ISTE Standards. This includes: using productivity tools to collect, process, and report data and information. All students are expected to practice ethical and legal uses of technology.
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