RDG 570.410: Literacy Development
Tarleton State University/Summer II,  2008
Dr. James E. Gentry

Office:  E.J. Howell Education Building #306

Campus Phone: 968-0701

Email: gentry@tarleton.edu
Personal Website:  http://www.tarleton.edu/~gentry 

Course Meeting Time & Days: 1:00 to 4:00 Monday-Thursday  ROOM#: EDU 102 
Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday(9:00 am to 10:15 am 



 Please make an appointment whenever possible as we are often called to   

                             
attend university meetings/functions during posted hours. Thank you

Curriculum and Instruction Graduate Program Goal 

Students will analyze, synthesize and evaluate professional literature, support effective educational practices and policies as derived from current research, and conduct action research. Curriculum and Instruction Graduate Handbook, p. 6.

Course Description

Tarleton State University Catalogue Description~ Literacy Development. (3-0) Models of the reading and writing processes. Includes characteristics of emergent, early, transitional and fluent literacy; instructional strategies in reading and writing; phonics instruction and strategies for teaching English language learners; the essential knowledge and skills in the language arts curriculum. Prerequisite: admission to the alternative teacher certification program at Tarleton.

Course Goal 
The goals of the course are designed to provide the teaching professional the theoretical literacy background, philosophy development opportunities, developmentally appropriate literacy instruction, and current literacy research practiced strategies as a means to improve literacy instruction.   
To accomplish these goals, students will:

· Demonstrate the ability to relate reading strategies and models into instructional decisions.
· Demonstrate the ability to teach reading strategies while reflecting a learner-centered, constructivist philosophy.
· Exhibit the ability to evaluate expository and narrative texts to meet the needs of diverse learners.
· Characterize, analyze, and apply knowledge of diverse learners to reading in your content areas to deliver meaning.
· Investigate state reading standards (TEKS), as they relate to reading your content area or choice content area.
Resources:
Levin, F A. & McCullough, M.A. (2008). Guide for alternative route teachers: Strategies for literacy development, classroom management, and teaching and learning, K-2. Boston, MA: Pearson. 

Marrow, L. M. (2009). Literacy development in the early years: Helping children read and write (6th ed.) Boston, MA: Pearson. 
YOU WILL BE GIVEN HANDOUTS & YOU WILL NEED TO REVIEW MY WEBSITE (http://www.tarleton.edu/~gentry)
Course Competencies 
Standard IV. Literacy Development and Practice: Teachers of young students understand that literacy develops over time and progresses from emergent to proficient stages. Teachers use a variety of contexts to support the development of young students’ literacy.

4.1k that literacy acquisition develops in an often predictable pattern from prereading (sometimes referred to as emergent literacy) to conventional literacy and that individual variations occur in literacy acquisition;

4.2k that the developing reader has a growing awareness of print in the environment, of the sounds in spoken words, and of the uses of print;

4.3k that literacy development occurs in multiple contexts through reading, writing, and the use of oral language;

4.4k a wide range of student literature and other texts written for students;

4.5k the importance of modeling and encouraging reading for pleasure and lifelong learning;

4.6k the difference between guided and independent practice in reading;

4.7k the importance of reading as a skill in all content areas;

4.8k the use of technology in promoting literacy; 
Student Learning Outcomes:
· Students will describe the characteristics of four kinds of readers (emergent readers, early readers, transitional readers, and fluent readers).

· Students will reflect on their literacy histories describe how their past experiences shape their beliefs about teaching reading.

· Students will develop lessons that reflect a balanced approach to literacy development appropriate for use in a content area of choice or responsibility. 

Writing Proficiency Statement:
In this class students will be expected to write in a technical format using APA. Owing to the nature of the teaching profession and the need to constantly present a professional image, avoid non-content errors (mechanics, spelling, punctuation, and/or grammar, etc.) on all assignments handed in for a grade by proofreading carefully.  Students should find a good editor and/or use the writing lab. Assignments with excessive errors of any kind will be returned without a grade. Professors will indicate areas of weakness and make recommendations on content, but will not edit papers for mechanical errors. Students should refer to Chapter 2 (APA manual) to make sure their writing fits a technical writing style.
Assessment Components & Course Requirements:
1. Literacy Resource Notebook  (IT MUST BE IN THIS ORDER)        



(40 points)
1. Literacy History~(5 points)
· You will write a 3 to 4 page paper recalling how you learned to read and write and your early years of schooling.  

2. Kinds of Readers, Reading Instruction, and Human Transactional Flash Cards (HTFCs)~(20 points)

· You will gather at least five vocabulary words for each educational category: Kinds of Readers (i.e., emergent, early, transitional, fluent, and limited English proficient [LEP]), reading and special education, general literacy instruction (e.g., Alphabetic Principal), and a content area vocabulary of choice (e.g., Math).

· You will develop create 20 HTFCs using your words…. (SEE HTFCs HANDOUT FOR DETAILS)  
HTFC format:
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3. Five Literacy Skill Strategies~(10 points)







· Develop a strategy section that will give you at least one strategy for each literacy skill area: WORD STUDY/FLUENCY, VOCABULARY, COMPREHENSION, WRITING/SPELLING, and ORAL EXPRESSION.
· You need to have a small paragraph explaining how and why you will use each strategy in a certain content area. 

· You must provide the materials needed, time required, and sequential steps one must follow. 
· Explain how you will differentiate between high/low ability learners with special needs.

· Cite source(s) used in APA style.
4. Vision Statement & Philosophy of Teaching & Reading~(5 points) 

· You will turn in a vision statement and philosophy of teaching.  This will require work outside of class in order to narrow down your thoughts and beliefs about teaching and reading.  We will discuss these in class and examine some examples.  
· A good vision statement and philosophy of teaching and reading can help you be better prepared as you consider the possibility that whatever you teach makes you reading teacher.  
NOTEBOOK: Due 1st Draft July 28th (CLASS REVIEW)/FINAL DRAFT July 31st 
2. Textbook Evaluation (IN THE LIBRARY=CLASS PROJECT)


(5 points)
You will respond to two textbook surveys, and you will write a 1 page paper evaluation of a content textbook and include one readability score. Due July 24~THUR (WE WILL MEET IN THE LIBRARY COMPUTER LAB)
3. Literature Circles (EXPLAINED IN CLASS by INSTRUCTOR)~(1 point per LC)
(5 points)
You will rotate literature circle roles as you read chapters in texts. You must complete bookmarks or T-Charts illustrating specific pages and connections to the content read. Also, you will be required to complete a literature circles role guide sheet or you can develop one for yourself. You are welcome to create new roles as we go.

BE READY: 1st LC=July 14th, 2nd LC=July 17th , 3rd LC=July 23rd, 4th LC= July 31st, and 5th LC=August 6th 
4. Professionalism







(10 points)
This class is active and dynamic, so “getting the notes” will not replace the experience.  Participation in class activities, enthusiasm, and eagerness to learn are essential. Due On Going
5. Before During After Strategies’ Lesson                                                                            (10 points)

You will write the sequential details of the BDA lesson (i.e., Before, During, & After). In 20 minutes, you will demonstrate your ability to plan and teach some lesson using this BDA strategy. Also, you will need to have an interactive element to your presentation. Provide the class a one page handout describing the steps of the BDA lesson. Have us do something interactive to understand your BDA reading lesson.

BDA PRESENTATIONS: Due July 21, 28, 29, 30, 31/August4, 5,  & 6 (2 per day ONLY)  SIGN UP 1st DAY
6. Create a Model of Reading & Learning
                                                                        (5 points)
Based on the models of reading and your experience with reading and learning create a model (3D or by drawing) illustrating how students learn to read and learn. This can be based on a model you have seen in this class; however, I expect you to add something of yourself in the model you create. Be creative and be able to orally explain it to the class. Due July 16th 
7. POP-TESTS???:







(5 points~POSIBLE)
I may or may not give pop-tests over reading and discussions.  If you are given a pop-test, subtract 5 points from final test requirement.

8. Final exam: 
IF YOU ARE GIVEN A POP TEST~SUBTRACT 5 points 

(25 points)
This will be a comprehensive reflection based on your readings; class experiences, lessons created, and class discussions. (25% of your grade) August 7, 2008~THURSDAY 
                                                               


Total 
100 points 
GRADING SUMMARY:

Literacy Notebook~40 points (40%)

Textbook Evaluation~5 points (5%)

Literature Circles with BM or T-Charts~5 points (5%)

Professionalism~10 points (10%)

BDA Presentation/Handout~10 points (10%)

Create a Model of Reading & Learning~5 points (5%)

Final/POP-TESTS~25 points (25%)

Professionalism Defined: 

General professional behavior expectations:

Communication:  

Communicate appropriately and effectively with colleagues, supervisors, students, parents, caregivers and community members using various forms.


Collaboration:

Work collaboratively with colleagues, mentors and supervisors to achieve the local, state, and national goals of education.

Commitment:  

Demonstrate commitment to the teaching profession and exercise leadership for the advancement of the profession and public education; be responsible, punctual, regular in attendance, and prepared to participate in all aspects of professional development.


Professional Development:



Take responsibility for utilizing professional teaching practices and 

constantly strive to improve through professional growth.


Ethical Conduct:

Uphold the Code of Ethics for Texas Educators and abide by local, state, federal rules, regulations, and policies; demonstrate respect and maintain ethical conduct in relations with professional colleagues, students, parents and members of the community.

Academic Honesty Statement
Cheating, plagiarism (submitting another person’s material as one’s own), or doing work for another person who will receive academic credit is impermissible. This includes the use of unauthorized books, notebooks, or other sources in order to secure or give help during an examination, the unauthorized copying of examinations, assignments, reports, or term papers, or the presentation of unacknowledged material as if it were the student’s own work. Disciplinary action may be taken beyond the academic discipline administered by the faculty member who teaches the course in which the cheating took place.

ADA Statement

If you have or believe you have a disability, you may wish to self-identify.  You can do so by providing documentation to the office of the Academic Dean of the Tarleton University System Center – Central Texas or to the Disability Services Director on the Stephenville campus.  

Trina Geye, Director Box T-0780 Stephenville, TX 76402 (254) 968-9400 geye@tarleton.edu
TURNITIN. 
All written work may be submitted to TURNTIIN.  The online plagiarism detection service is required for all papers.  The instructor will provide information for registration and submission of student work.  Intellectual property rights of student work is addressed on the TURNITIN site:  http://www.turnitin.com/static/index.html
 

Technology: 

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION (ISTE):


Content and assignments for this course reflect ISTE standards including: Educational computing and technology (ECT) is an emerging field, which encompasses many sub-disciplines. This field includes knowledge about and use of computers and related technologies in (1) integration of technology and curriculum to support learning; (2) delivery, development, prescription, and assessment of instruction; (3) effective use of computers as an aid to problem solving; (4) school and classroom management; (5) educational research; (6) electronic information access and exchange; (7) personal and professional productivity; (8) technical assistance and leadership; and (9) computer science education.

Computer Usage Policy: 
The University reserves the right to limit, restrict or deny access to its technology resources, as well as to take disciplinary and/or legal action against anyone in violation of these regulations or applicable law. Use the following link to view the acceptable computer use policy: 

http://www.tarleton.edu/~helpdesk/network/acceptable_use.html
Library Support: 
The mission of the Dick Smith Library is to supplement and enrich classroom teaching and learning; to support individual study and research; and to reinforce all curricular and recreational programs of the University. Use the following link to view the library support available: http://www.tarleton.edu/~library/userhelphome.html
 

Technical Support: Students needing technical support with online instructional tools will find useful information, tips and contact information at the Center for online support services http://online.tarleton.edu/Dual/DualLoginPage.htm. Student having problems with online instructional tools including Blackboard CE6 should contact the support services at 254.968.1960 or through Email at Support.CITDE@tarleton.edu 
Note:  Many of the problems reported by students are caused simply by the fact that their browser is not set up (tuned) properly or they are not using the correct browser version. Information concerning computer configuration for Blackboard CE6 can be found at http://online.tarleton.edu/Dual/computersettings.htm.  If you have questions please contact Online support services at 254.968.1960 or through Email at Support.CITDE@tarleton.edu. Students having problems with Email or accessing the Tarleton Network should contact the Tarleton Information Services helpdesk at: http://www.tarleton.edu/~helpdesk/ 
Student Help: 
Additional information about how to use Blackboard CE6 and many other helpful tips can also be found in the student resources area of the Center for Instructional Technology and Distributed Education website.  The Blackboard CE6 Student Toolbox: 

http://online.tarleton.edu/students/CE6handbook/home.htm
To get started using Blackboard CE6, carefully read the information in this section of the Blackboard CE6 Student Toolbox:  http://online.tarleton.edu/students/CE6handbook/page_2.htm

	COMMON ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

Literacy Resource Notebook 
(SEE EXPLANATIONS IN SYLLABUS)

	
	Points

Possible
	Your score

	 1. Reading History

           Reflect on your personal literacy history and describe how your past 

           experiences have shapes your beliefs about teaching reading.
	5
	

	 2. Kinds of Readers, Reading Instruction, and Human Transactional Flash Cards (HTFCs)
	20
	

	3. Five Literacy Skill Strategies 
(COMPREHENSIVE/BALANCED LITERACY PROGRAM)

	Word Study/Fluency

        Vocabulary

         Comprehension          

Writing/Spelling

         Oral Expression            
	2
	

	
	
	2
	

	
	
	2
	

	
	
	2
	

	
	
	2
	

	4. Vision Statement & Philosophy of Teaching & Reading
	5
	

	TOTAL
	40
	



Course Calendar Schedule:*
	WEEK
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thurs

	July 9-July 10
Learning Thought of the WEEK (M-TH)
	
	
	READING:
 CH 1 MORROW 


	READING:
 CH 5 Levin & McCullough




	July 14-July 17

THINGS I NEED TO DO:
	READING:

CH 1 MORROW 
&  
CH 5 Levin & McCullough
	LITERATURE CIRCLE MEETING
 CH 1 MORROW 
&  
CH 5 Levin & McCullough
	READING:
CH 2 MORROW 
&  
CH 4 Levin & McCullough

Model of Reading Presentation
	LITERATURE CIRCLE MEETING
 CHS 2 MORROW 
&  
CHS 4  Levin & McCullough

	July 21-July 24

	READING:
CH 6 MORROW
&
CH 6  Levin &  McCullough
	BDA Lesson presentation opportunity 10 points (10%)
READING:
CH 6 MORROW
&
CH 6  Levin &  McCullough
	LITERATURE CIRCLE MEETING
 CH 6 MORROW
&
CH 6  Levin &  McCullough
 
	Textbook Evaluation~
5 POINTS (5%) 
(IN THE LIBRARY=CLASS PROJECT)
MEET IN LIBRARY

READING:
CH 3, 4, &8 MORROW
(find related info in REMAINING  Levin & McCullough CHS)


	July 28-July 31


	BDA Lesson presentation opportunity 10 points (10%)
READING:
CH 3, 4, &8 MORROW
(find related info in REMAINING  Levin & McCullough CHS)
Literacy Notebook~40 points (40%) 
1st DRAFT DUE

	BDA Lesson presentation opportunity 10 points (10%)
READING:
CH 3, 4, &8 MORROW
(find related info in REMAINING  Levin & McCullough CHS)

	BDA Lesson presentation opportunity 10 points (10%)
READING:
CH 3, 4, &8 MORROW
(find related info in REMAINING  Levin & McCullough CHS)
	BDA Lesson presentation opportunity 10 points (10%)
LITERATURE CIRCLE MEETING
CH 3, 4, &8 MORROW
(AND related info in REMAINING  Levin & McCullough CHS YOU REVIEWED)
Literacy Notebook~40 points (40%)
FINAL DRAFT DUE


	August 4-August 7


	BDA Lesson presentation opportunity 10 points (10%)
READING:
CH 7  Levin &  McCullough
(find related info in REMAINING  MORROW CHS)
	BDA Lesson presentation opportunity 10 points (10%)
READING:
 CH 7  Levin &  McCullough
(find related info in REMAINING  MORROW CHS)

	BDA Lesson presentation opportunity 10 points (10%)
LITERATURE CIRCLE MEETING
CH 7  Levin &  McCullough 
(AND related info in REMAINING  MORROW CHS YOU REVIEWED)
	FINAL~25 points (25%)

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE READING AND REVIEWING CLASS NOTES THROUGHOUT THE COURSE.


*Professor reserves the right to change and adapt course as needed 
←SIDE 1








SIDE 2→





GRADING SCALE:


  A=90-100 points


B=80-89 points


C=70-79 points


 D=60-69 points


               F=59 and below points
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