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Internet Resources/Strategies

1. Guided Reading

http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/strats/guided/guided.html
TEKS: LA 7.7(A-D), SS 7.14(B)
Guided reading is a strategy that helps students become good readers. The teacher provides support for small groups of readers as they learn to use various reading strategies (context clues, letter and sound relationships, word structure, and so forth). Although guided reading has been traditionally associated with primary grades it can be modified and used successfully in all grade levels. For example, older students may need to learn new strategies to understand how to read an information book in a way that is going to give them access to the information they are seeking.
2. Field Trips


http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/strats/fieldtrips/index.html

Almost any of the TEKS could be used for this strategy. Which TEKS to use would depend on the location of the field trip.


A field trip is a structured activity that occurs outside the classroom. It can be a brief observational activity or a longer more sustained investigation or project. 
3. Jigsaw


http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/strats/jigsaw/index.html

TEKS: LA 7.7(C), 7.8(C-D), SS 7.1(C)
Jigsaw is a cooperative learning strategy that enables each student of a “home” group to specialize in one aspect of a learning unit. Students meet with members from other groups who are assigned the same aspect, and after mastering the material, return to the “home” group and teach the material to their group members. Just as in a jigsaw puzzle, each piece--each student's part--is essential for the completion and full understanding of the final product. If each student's part is essential, then each student is essential. That is what makes the Jigsaw instructional strategy so effective. 

4. Think-Pair-Share


http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/strats/think/index.html

TEKS: LA 7.5(B), SS 7.6(B)
Think-Pair-Share is a strategy designed to provide students with "food for thought" on a given topics enabling them to formulate individual ideas and share these ideas with another student. It is a learning strategy developed to encourage student classroom participation. Rather than using a basic recitation method in which a teacher poses a question and one student offers a response, Think-Pair-Share encourages a high degree of pupil response and can help keep students on task.

5. Wait Time


http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/waittime.html

TEKS: LA 7.10(K), SS 7.5(A)
Wait time is defined as the pause between asking the question and soliciting a response. Providing additional wait time after a student response also allows all students to reflect on the response prior to further discussion. Increased wait time results in longer student responses, more appropriate unsolicited responses, more student questions, and increased higher order responses. It should be noted that increased wait time is beneficial for students who speak English as a second language or English as a second dialect. 
6. Reader’s Theatre


http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/strats/readerstheatre/index.html

TEKS: LA 7.7(B-D), SS 7.22(D)

Reader’s theatre is a joint dramatic reading from a text, usually with no memorization, no movement and a minimum of props. It involves children in oral reading through reading parts in scripts. Unlike traditional theatre, the emphasis is on oral expression of the part - rather than on acting and costumes.
7. Story Mapping


http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/strats/storymapping/index.html

TEKS: LA 7.10(L), SS 7.1(B-C)
A story map is a visual depiction of the settings or the sequence of major events and actions of story characters. This procedure enables students to relate story events and to perceive structure in literary selections. By sharing personal interpretations of stories through illustrations, students increase their understanding and appreciation of selections. Story maps can be used as frameworks for storytelling or retelling, and as outlines for story writing.
8. Word Walls


http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/strats/wordwall/index.html

TEKS: LA 7.6(A-C), SS 7.22(A)
A word wall is an organized collection of words prominently displayed in a classroom. This display is used as an interactive tool for teaching reading and spelling to children. There are many different types of word walls including high frequency words, word families, names, alphabet and "doozers". Word walls have many benefits. They teach children to recognize and spell high frequency words, see patterns and relationship in words build phonemic awareness skills and apply phonics rules. Word walls also provide reference support for children during reading and writing activities. Children learn to be independent as they use the word walls in daily activities. 
9. Webbing


http://olc.spsd.sk.ca./DE/PD/instr/strats/webbing/index.html

TEKS: LA 7.10(L), 7.13(B), SS 7.2(A)
Webbing is a method of visually representing relationships among ideas, concepts or events. During this procedure, ideas and information are explored and organized. The resulting web or pattern of relationships is determined by the participants' knowledge and previous experiences, and by the purpose for webbing. Its purpose is to develop students' ability to perceive relationships among ideas, concepts or events, to generate and organize ideas prior to, or after, reading, writing or researching, to encourage students to recall prior knowledge and experiences and to increase students' knowledge and vocabulary in all subjects.
10. Three-Step Interview


www.utexas.edu/academic/diia/research/projects/hewlett/cooperative.php#Threestepinterview

TEKS: LA 7.5(B-C), SS 7.3(A)
Common as an ice-breaker or a team-building exercise, this structure, also helps students reinforce and internalize important concept-related information based on lectures or textbook material. Some faculty have used it successfully as a modified role-playing activity, having students interview one another while assuming the roles of historical characters, such as President Harry S. Truman or Major General Laurence S. Kuter. The interview questions focused on content material and having no right or wrong solutions, are usually posed by the instructor, as in the Think-Pair Share examples. In a Three-Step Interview, one student interviews another within specified time limits (Step one). The two then reverse roles and conduct the interview again (Step two). In a learning team composed of two pairs, the students then share the highlights of the information or insights gleaned from the paired interview (Step three). This structure also results in the formation of new learning quads which may then move on to other team-related activities. An extra question can be added for pairs working more rapidly than others, an "extension" or "sponge" recommended for many cooperative learning activities. This structure reinforces listening and probing skills, helps students process and rehearse information, and results in shared insights. Used at the beginning of a class period, the readings-based questions give students immediate feedback under low-risk conditions on their understanding of the assigned material. As you monitor the interviews, you can also determine how well the students have responded to the readings and possibly incorporate some of their ideas in your follow-on lecture/discussion.
