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http://www.udel.edu/dssep/teaching_strategies/jigsaw_coop.htm
Jigsaw Method

During our in-service time at Lingleville ISD, Susan Haynes, our principal at the time, taught us to use the Jigsaw method of instruction. We practiced it that day with an education research article that she had given us. I loved the exercise, and wanted to learn more, so I looked it up on the internet, and I found this site that breaks it down into the simplest steps. First, you give a reading assignment over the lesson you are teaching. You will break the reading into pieces and assign each student a piece. The student will read that piece and take notes over it. Once everyone has read their piece, the students get together and teach each other the section they read. This is a cooperative learning strategy. This would be great for a social studies lesson in which the students would each read a part of the Constitution, a famous speech, etc. The Language Arts aspect would be to identify the purpose of the writing, the voice of the author/narrator, and to increase the students’ vocabulary, to name a few. 

TEKS: 

110.6.b.8: The student reads widely for different purposes in varied sources.
110.6.b.9: The student acquires an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study

110.6.b.10: The student comprehends selections using a variety of strategies

110.6.b.13.E: Summarize and organize information from multiple sources by taking notes, outlining ideas, or making charts

113.6: any topics from social studies can be covered. Fourth grade studies Texas History, so we would examine the events and people in that subject.

http://www.udel.edu/dssep/teaching_strategies/kwl.htm
KWL Strategy
This strategy is one that I have used in my classroom several times. I love it because it can be used over and over again in the course of a unit. This strategy is the KWL strategy. Most of us are very familiar with it. Before you start a new lesson or unit, you can use this technique to find out what your students already know, and it gets them interested in learning new things. The KWL strategy stands for “Know, Want to know, and Learned”.  It is great to use for any subject, especially social studies and reading. I have used this for our Indian in the Cupboard unit, in which we discuss elements of literature, new vocabulary, and the Native American culture. You create a chart on either paper, the overhead, the chalkboard, or on a posterboard to be placed on a bulletin board. Create three columns and name them Know, Want to know, and Learned. The idea is to have students name things they already know about the topic. Then you ask them what things they would like to know about the topic. As you continue through your lesson/unit, you will ask the students what they have learned, and if they have answered any questions from the Want to know column. I usually put a check mark next to those questions we have already answered. Then, at the end of the segments in your lesson/unit, have students think of any new questions they have and keep the chart going. Or start a new chart for each new segment. 

TEKS:

110.6.b.10.A:  Use his/her own knowledge and experience to comprehend

110.6.b.10.B:  Establish and adjust purposes for reading such as reading to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems

110.6.b.10.G:  Paraphrase and summarize text to recall, inform, and organize ideas
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr1scaf.htm
Scaffolding
The technique of scaffolding in education is for the teacher to start of by modeling the appropriate and expected behavior/outcome, and slowing releasing the responsibility of the task onto the students. I always thought scaffolding was to start on the basics and build from there, but I like this definition of the word. The resource explains that there are two methods to scaffolding. One method is to build new knowledge into the student using knowledge they already have in a compare and contrast manner. The second method is to take partially correct answers and probe the student for more information. The resource named Reading as a good subject to use this method in. I believe it would be great to use in all subjects. You could use a social studies lesson, and have the student interpret their knowledge through a writing assignment. This would give the teacher a basic understanding of what the child has mastered, and what concepts need further “probing” or comparison and contrasting. 

TEKS:

110.6.b.10.A: Use his/her own knowledge and experience to comprehend 
113.6.b.1.B: Compare the ways of life of Native-American groups in Texas and the Western Hemisphere before European exploration

113.6.b.7.C: Compare the regions of Texas with regions of the United States and other parts of the world

http://www.middleweb.com/MWLresources/marzchat1.html
Identifying Similarities and Differences

This website lists several instructional strategies. This one I though would be great to use to incorporate social studies with language arts. The idea is to break down complex issues and lessons into simpler parts by identifying their similarities and differences. A great way to do this is to utilize Venn diagrams, and other such visuals that demonstrate similarities and differences. Many social studies issues and lessons are this way. For instance, in the 4th grade, students learn about Native Americans in Texas History. The students could break this apart and identify the similarities and differences among tribes, the similarities and differences of Texas before and after the Revolution, etc. Language arts plays a role here if we use analogies and metaphors to represent the information. The students could also take this information that has already been organized, and write a paper using the topic.

TEKS:

110.6.b.12.C: Write to inform
110.6.b.11.A: Offer observations, make connections, react, speculate, interpret, and raise questions in response to texts

113.6.b.1.B: Compare Native American groups in Texas before the European exploration

http://www.middleweb.com/MWLresources/marzchat1.html
Reinforcing Effort and Providing Praise

This strategy for teaching emphasizes the importance of teaching effort to students, and providing praise for good effort. The resource mentions that though not all students understand the value of effort, it can be instilled in them. And to follow that up, you must praise the student for their effort. This strategy can be used in any subject matter. To integrate social studies and language arts, the teacher could use the lesson plan over citizenship, and how important it is to do your best and be responsible. That could be followed up with a writing assignment about the topic. 

TEKS:

110.6.b.12.C: Write to inform

113.6.b.18.A: Explain how individuals can participate voluntarily in civic affairs at state and local levels

113.6.b.19.B: Identify leadership qualities of state and local leaders, past and present

http://www.middleweb.com/MWLresources/marzchat1.html
Nonlinguistic Representations
The resource states that knowledge is stored two forms: linguistic and visual. They explain that it is just as important to present information to the student in a visual way by using symbols and physical models to represent information. This would be very useful in social studies and language arts. For the social studies aspect of the lesson, the teacher can teach students how to interpret data on a timeline, chart, or graph for a specific event, time period, person, or thing. The students could then take this visual representation of information and use it to organize works in Language Arts, such as research papers, topic essays, etc.

TEKS:

113.5.b.3: History. The student understands the concepts of time and chronology 

113.5.b.5: Geography. The student understands the concepts of location, distance, and direction on maps and globes

110.6.b.19.A: Generate ideas and plans for writing by using such prewriting strategies as brainstorming, graphic organizers, notes, and logs

110.6.b.19.B: Develop drafts by categorizing ideas, organizing them into paragraphs, and blending paragraphs within larger units of text
http://www.middleweb.com/MWLresources/marzchat1.html
Generating and Testing Hypothesis

This strategy would be great for incorporating social studies and language arts. The resource explains that students are to take a system or concept, and predict what would happen if a variable was changed. This sounds like a science lesson, but if you take into consideration the government system, the social system, or any other system from social studies, it would be very relevant to the student and to the concept. The student could then take their hypothesis and form a research paper about it, or write up a paper showing several possible outcomes or simply a persuasive paper attempting to sway the reader’s judgment using supporting facts and details.
TEKS:

110.6.b.21.A: Frame questions to direct research

110.6.b.21.B: Organize prior knowledge about a topic in a variety of ways such as by producing a graphic organizer

113.7.1: History. The student understands the causes and effects of European colonization in the United States

http://www.gmu.edu/facstaff/part-time/strategy.html
Integrating Technology

This strategy allows for total integration of technology in the learning environment. The source explains that electronic mail also enhances communication between educators, students, and between education and students. The source states that educators understand that technology is ever-growing and that it is important to keep up with the pace, as students will be getting more and more proficient in their usage. I have implemented this into a unit covering the Geography of Texas. Students were required to choose a region in Texas and research it. They created PowerPoint presentations over their region and presented them to the class. They had to use a profession tone of voice, and entice their audience to want to visit their region. This is an example of how to incorporate social studies and language arts using this strategy.

TEKS:

113.6.b.7: Geography. The student understands the concept of regions 
110.6.b.3.C: Assess how language choice and delivery affect the tone of the message

110.6.b.5: Listening/speaking/audiences. The student speaks clearly and appropriately to different audiences for different purposes and occasions.

http://www.gmu.edu/facstaff/part-time/strategy.html
Distance Learning

This teaching strategy occurs when the educator and the student are not at the same place. The source explains that this is not a new strategy. In fact, we have been learning through the television, the computer, and perhaps even over the phone for quite some time. A good example of this would be that our school has a distance learning lab, which we use to speak with others through videoconferencing in order to learn about many different topics. An expert in the field speaks with the students, and asks them questions, in which the students respond. It’s great! Recently, my students went to a videoconference in which a gentleman who was a professional cattle brander, taught my students how to brand cattle, how to read cattle brands, and led an exercise in which the students created their own cattle brand. After the videoconference, the students came back to class and wrote a journal entry to follow up their lesson. This was a way of incorporating social studies and language arts.

TEKS:

110.6.b.23.C: Use media to compare ideas and points of view

110.6.b.15.A:  Write to express, discover, record, develop, reflect on ideas, and to problem solve

113.6.b.21.B: Describe how scientific discoveries and technological innovations have benefited individuals, businesses, and society in Texas

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/envrnmnt/drugfree/sa3effec.htm
Role Playing

This teaching strategy helps the student to better understand a concept by acting it out. This would be a great strategy to use when integrating social studies and language arts. For instance, the students could take a social studies event, like the Alamo, and create a reenactment of it using characters and actors. The students would be better able to explain the happenings at the Alamo this way, and at the same time, build on their drama skills.

TEKS:

113.6.b.3.A: Analyze the causes, major events, and effects of the Texas Revolution, including the battles of the Alamo and San Jacinto

110.6.b.5.C: Present dramatic interpretations of experiences, stories, poems, or plays to communicate
