http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
Graphic Organizers

Graphic Organizers help to organize the student’s thoughts and get them written down onto paper. Most GO's are fun and the students like to do them. There are many different types of GO’s available for use and can apply to both Language Arts and Social Studies.
Social Studies

TEKS 2(18) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to: 

(B) Create written and visual material such as stories, poems, maps, and graphic organizers to express ideas. 

http://serc.carleton.edu/introgeo/gallerywalk/index.html
Gallery Walk or Classroom Carousel

Classroom Carousel is a way for the students to view forms of work from others and comment about the work. The students are to “carousel” or circle around the room and comment (either on the paper or with sticky notes) on the subject at hand. The students love being out of their chairs and moving around. This strategy can be altered and used with any subject.
Language Arts

TEKS 2(1) Listening/speaking/purposes. The student listens attentively and engages actively in a variety of oral language experiences. The student is expected to:

(A) determine the purpose(s) for listening such as to get information, to solve problems, and to enjoy and appreciate (K-3); 

(B) respond appropriately and courteously to directions and questions (K-3); 

(C) participate in rhymes, songs, conversations, and discussions (K-3); 

(D) listen critically to interpret and evaluate (K-3); 

(E) listen responsively to stories and other texts read aloud, including selections from classic and contemporary works (K-3).

http://www.songsforteaching.com/
Songs for Teaching

By singing, my class has learned and absorbed many new concepts. For example, my class covered the topic setting and we had a nifty tune to remember it. Sing it to the Barney song:  Time and Place, Time and Place, The Setting of a Story is Time and Place, So We Know What to Look for When We Read a Book, Let's All Now Take a Really Good Look! I think this strategy would work for all ages. Happy singing!!!

Language Arts
TEKS 2(1) Listening/speaking/purposes. The student listens attentively and engages actively in a variety of oral language experiences. The student is expected to: 

 (C) participate in rhymes, songs, conversations, and discussions (K-3).
http://www.gofrontrow.com/
Microphone Enhances Learning

I believe that a simple microphone has truly enhanced the learning of my students. Since I have received this device, I have had much better success with my class. The students are able to hear me over the pesky noise of the air conditioner, computer, and other outside noises. I feel that this has enhanced the learning of my kids because they can hear me clearer and louder when I am explaining directions or during a lesson. 
Language Arts

TEKS 2(1) Listening/speaking/purposes. The student listens attentively and engages actively in a variety of oral language experiences. The student is expected to:

(A) determine the purpose(s) for listening such as to get information, to solve problems, and to enjoy and appreciate (K-3); 

(B) respond appropriately and courteously to directions and questions (K-3); 

(C) participate in rhymes, songs, conversations, and discussions (K-3); 

(D) listen critically to interpret and evaluate (K-3); 

(E) listen responsively to stories and other texts read aloud, including selections from classic and contemporary works (K-3).

http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/projects/cases/teaching/jigsaw.html
I’m The Expert

I have encountered a wonderful strategy called I'm the Expert. The students are divided into groups. Each group of students is provided a different topic (one week we discussed landforms: mountains, valleys, islands, hills, etc.). The students were to research their group’s topic, draw a picture of the landform and also write a definition. They were then to return to their desks and they were to be the expert on that topic. This is a great way to get group involvement and interest in simple things, like mountains. 
Language Arts

TEKS 2 (4) Listening/speaking/communication. The student communicates clearly by putting thoughts and feelings into spoken words. The student is expected to: 

(A) use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences (K-3);

(B) clarify and support spoken messages using appropriate props such as objects, pictures, or charts (K-3). 
http://www.livingbeyondbetter.com/jigsaweduc.html
Jiggy Jigsaw Puzzles
"Getting Jiggy with the Jigsaw!" Second graders love puzzles. Anytime you can teach by using the pieces of a puzzle they seem to pay attention more. I have used the puzzle pieces with city, state, and our country’s governments on them. They love to put them together and read the mystery information on them. This is also good competition, that the kids love, and a neat way to learn! 
Social Studies

TEKS 2 (19) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 

(A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.
http://www.eazhull.org.uk/nlc/numbered_heads.htm
Numbered Heads
I learned numbered heads at a faculty meeting this year. First the students are separated into groups. Then within the group they are number off.  Numbered heads is used when the students are in groups and the teacher purposes a question. The students put their heads together to decide the answer. Then when the discussion is over, the teacher calls a number. The numbered student in the group stands and takes responsibility for the groups answer. Very neat!!! Try it!!! 
Social Studies

TEKS 2(19) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 

(A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution. 
Language Arts

TEKS 2(2) Listening/speaking/culture. The student listens and speaks to gain knowledge of his/her own culture, the culture of others, and the common elements of cultures. The student is expected to: 

(A) connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening.
http://www2.smarttech.com/st/en-US/Products/SMART+Boards/default.htm
SmartBoard and Technology
The SmartBoard technology is a great strategy to enhance any subject area. The use of technology today enhances the instruction of the teacher and the learning of the students. Try it! It will blow you and your students away!

Social Studies
TEKS 2(16) Science, technology, and society. The student understands how science and technology have affected life, past and present. The student is expected to: 

(A) describe how science and technology have changed communication, transportation, and recreation; and 

(B) explain how science and technology have changed the ways in which people meet basic needs.

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ssc/downloads/toolkits/K-5/Grade_2/G2%20Exemp%20Curr%20Unit.pdf
Acronyms

As a new teacher I have come across many new acronyms (PDAS, TEKS, TAKS, SBEC, etc). The TEA website has a great place (above) to find social studies strategies. Below is a great new acronym for me.
What is the acronym WHERE?

The acronym WHERE stands for where the student is headed from the

beginning to the end of the unit; hook the student; explore the subject and

equip the student; rethink work and ideas; and evaluate results.
Social Studies

TEKS 2(18) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to: 

(A) express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences; and 

(B) create written and visual material such as stories, poems, maps, and graphic organizers to express ideas. 

http://www.udel.edu/dssep/teaching_strategies/postitpoll.htm
Post-it Poll

I really need to invest in Post-it stock. This great strategy is used when there is an issue that needs to be debated. The students each have a sticky note. The students write their name on the sticky note. The issues matters are written on opposite sides of the room. The students are then to take their sticky notes to the side of choice. This then leads into a debate over the issue. Great idea!

Social Studies

TEKS 2 (19) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 

(A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and 

(B) use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.
