http://www.readingquest.org/strat/carousel.html
In this activity the students work together to come up with words that they think of regarding a variety of different topics.  There are several groups of three or four with one sheet of paper per group with a topic on the top.  Each group will have about 30 seconds to write down as many words as they can about that topic, then rotate the papers until each group has had each paper (more time should obviously be given for younger grades.

http://www.readingquest.org/strat/abc.html
This is an activity where the students brainstorm ideas about what they want to write or something they have just read using the letters of the alphabet.  They must come up with a word for every letter of the alphabet that pertains to their book or topic of study.  This can be used for any subject.
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/3mp.html
This is the 3-minute pause method that has the students take three minutes to discuss what they are learning with their groups.  This is great for reinforcement.

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr200.htm
This is an article that deals with the idea of teaching students to be problem solvers of their own and not rely on the teacher.  It gives very helpful suggestions as to how you can foster this attitude in your classroom (more applicable to older students).
http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/actbank/tfish.htm
This is a method of breaking down information to pinpoint cause and effect.  It looks at the details of several events and what they lead to.

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr1anti.htm
To access students prior knowledge and let them know what you expect them to learn, this method has a chart that has a question in the middle.  The students answer what they think the answer is before the lesson and what they think it is after the lesson.  This is a really great way to make sure they key in on the points you want them to key in on.

http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/actbank/tchain.htm
My students have a tough time putting events of a story in order, so this is a very simple organizer for them to follow.

http://www.readingquest.org/strat/clock_buddies.html
This is simply a method of making sure the students have a variety of partners each day and do not just pair up with their best friends.  You give each student a clock, and have them find a partner for each time on that clock.  They write the names of those partners on the clock, and when you want them to pair up, tell them to find their 3 o’clock buddy.  Next time, you will have them find a different buddy and so on.
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/underline.html
My students have a difficult time finding the important information, and this gives great suggestions on teaching them to effectively underline.

http://www.readingquest.org/strat/sfa.html
This is a great method for compare and contrast.  The students line up similar individuals and compare them based on different criteria.

Best Strategy

My favorite strategy of the ones that I looked into was the carousel brainstorming exercise found at http://www.readingquest.org/strat/carousel.html  In this exercise the students will have several topics that they review in small groups.  Each group has a different colored pen that they will hold onto throughout the activity.  When the teacher says begin, each of the groups starts coming up with as many words as they can regarding the topic at the top of their page.  After a predetermined amount of time, the teacher will tell the groups to switch papers.  They then have to come up with as many words as they can think of for this new topic.  The papers are passed around until each group has had a chance to work on each topic.

This is great for students because it gets them thinking quickly and creatively.  One of my biggest problems is that some of the kids seem to drag on their thinking process, and it keeps them well behind the rest of the class.  This activity will encourage them to think quickly and work as a team.  

The only downside I can possibly see is that they are working in groups which can lend itself to students getting off-task as well as having some students doing little work while the others do a lot.  This can be curbed a bit by monitoring the groups and pairing up those who tend to stand in the back.  It will be good to make some of them step up and be leaders of their groups.  
