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INTERNET RESOURCES and STRATEGIES

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2172.shtml
Students compare and contrast the contents of the front page news of two local or state newspapers.  They write these down and then report their results to the class.  

SS TEKS:  8th grade

30A
Differentiate and use primary and secondary sources to gather information.

30D
Create an oral presentation.

LA TEKS:  8th grade

11D
Compare, contrast, and connect ideas, themes, and issues across texts.

5B
Demonstrate effective communication skills to provide information.

http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/index.cgi?display:1192804437-27860.txt
Using maps, have students identify where they are from and answer questions about that part of the world.  Topics such as politics or culture could be discussed. 

SS TEKS:  6th grade 

7A
Identify ways people have adapted to physical environments in selected regions.

LA TEKS:  6th grade

4A
Connect experiences with the experiences of others through speaking and listening.

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/mexico/lesson-plan/3183.html
Students read about how Halloween and Dia de Los Muertos is celebrated.  Using a Venn diagram students compare and contrast views on death in the U.S. and Mexico.  

SS TEKS:  6th grade

15C
Analyze the similarities and differences among selected world societies.

LA TEKS:  6th grade

14B
Determine distinctive and common characteristics of cultures through reading.  

10L
Represent text information in different ways such as in outline, timeline, or graphic organizer.

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson072.shtml
Graphing the news—The teacher pulls information from the news that can be graphed such as population of countries and cost of goods.  Students create a bar, line, or picture graph to depict the information.  

SS TEKS:  6th grade

3A
Create graphs depicting various aspects of world regions and countries such as population, disease, and economic activities.

LA TEKS:  6th grade

10L
Represent text information in different ways such as outline, timeline, or graphic organizer.

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson072.shtml
Create historical newspapers--  Students are challenged to create a newspaper about a 

period they are studying in U. S. history.  

SS TEKS:  8th grade

2A
Identify reasons for the colonization of North America.

LA TEKS:  8th grade

15C
Write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate.

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson072.shtml
Sequencing the facts—Select and read a news story that includes a clear sequence of 

events.  It could be related to politics, religion, the history of a bill, or something that is 

happening in a society.  Students then write the facts of the story on strips of paper and 

place them in sequential order.

SS TEKS:  8th grade

30B
Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect 

relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.

LA TEKS:  8th grade

10B
Paraphrase and summarize text to recall, inform, or organize ideas.

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson122.shtml
A Word a Day—Teachers can post a word a day to learn word origins, pronunciation, and meaning.

SS TEKS:  7th grade

19C 
Identify examples of Spanish influence on place names such as Amarillo and Río Grande and on vocabulary in Texas, including words that originated from the Spanish cattle industry.

LA TEKS:  7th grade

6C
Locate the meanings, pronunciations, and derivations of unfamiliar words using dictionaries, glossaries, and other sources.

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=228
Students read Harvesting Hope to learn about the life of Cesar Chavez and his work to 

promote civil rights.  Use a double-entry journal to make connections. 

SS TEKS:  8th grade

24D
Analyze the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and religious groups to our national identity.

LA TEKS:  8th grade

10F
Analyze characters, including their traits, motivations, conflicts, points of view, relationships, and changes they undergo.  

11A
Make connections in response to text.  

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson072.shtml
Why is it news?—Students read the front page news to decide why editors placed those stories on the front page.  

SS TEKS:  6th grade

21D
 Identify different points of view about an issue or topic.

LA TEKS:  6th grade

12H
Describe how author’s perspective or point of view affects the text.

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/04/lp340-04.shtml
Students read folktales from different countries and then locate those countries on a map.  

SS TEKS:  6th grade

4A
Locate major historical and contemporary societies on maps and globes.

LA TEKS:  6th grade

14C
Articulate and discuss themes and connections that cross cultures.

Mexico’s Day of the Dead vs. Halloween

A strategy that I use often is a Venn diagram.  It is a wonderful tool for my ESL students to learn about American culture as compared to their own.  I use a large poster board where I have a Venn diagram drawn.  We compare topics that help students to learn about American culture and why things are the way they are.  I give them sticky notes and let them place it onto the Venn diagram.  They transfer this information onto their own drawn Venn diagram.  

SS TEKS:  6th grade

15C
Analyze the similarities and differences among selected world societies.

LA TEKS:  6th grade

14B
Determine distinctive and common characteristics of cultures through reading.  

10L
Represent text information in different ways such as in outline, timeline, or graphic organizer.

