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http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSWalkThroughHistory-PresidentsDayActivities46.htm
Students will write a biography about one President. Students will also create a picture of the president they did research on to display in the hall. Students work in pairs. Each pair is given the name of a President and told that for the next few days they will be doing a research project. Students are given the criteria to write a biography of the president they are researching. You may include things such as birth date, date of death, important contributions, what they did to change America, etc. Students use the first day to research and write their biography about the president they are researching. On day two each pair uses bulletin board paper to trace one member of the pair. The students then decorate the outline like the president they researched. The students then cut out the outline and the teacher hangs them in the hallway to create "A Walk Through History". The students put the biography of the person with the cut out in the hallway. If time allows each pair presents their President to the rest of the class.
I chose this lesson plan because it seems like something that the students would love to do. I think anything that involves art they will like. I also think the artwork will help students remember more about each president.

http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst94.txt

The teacher will set up the initial activity with one student (defendant) before class. At the beginning of a class the selected student will rummage through another student's book bag, searching without the owner's permission for an item, perhaps a calculator or hand-held video game.  This student will proceed to another bag, continuing the search until she/he is stopped by a fellow student or has found the desired item, which she/he will take to use at her/his desk.

     After a short discussion time to allow students to express their thoughts, they will write down what they saw happen if a mock trial is planned for further study. Otherwise, the students will be placed in small groups of five:  one will be the recorder/reporter, two will state two reasons why the defendant should not have been digging through other students' property, two will support the defendant with two reasons for her/his actions. Allow 8-10 minutes at which time the reporter will state the results of the small group.  These reports should be written on newsprint or chalkboard for use as the class proceeds to the next step.

     Now the class as a whole, with the teacher moderating, will exercise their discussion skills to cooperatively write a school rule allowing or prohibiting random searches of student property.

     Homework will be assigned for each student to write a paragraph opinion supporting or in opposition to the class's rule. The writing of a rule/law could also be accomplished in two groups, one pro, another con.

     Debrief on Day 2 with students in two groups to demonstrate their position on the issue of students' right to privacy.  A lawyer or judge would serve as a resource person to hear the student views on this issue, as demonstrated in our Constitution, and the logic of their arguments.  She/he could also provide realistic insight and information concerning student rights, the procedure for obtaining a search warrant, if and when one is needed, as well as serving as a courtroom lawyer to question students on their observations of the previous day's incident.

I liked this lesson plan because of the role playing and personal experience that the students get. I think that students retain information better and are more interested in the topic when they are actively participating.
http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst207.txt 
Using the popular computer game and T.V. series as a springboard, let students try to guess several locations in the world by hearing or seeing clues to the identity of the

place.  this can be a competition among groups of students or any format that suits your class situation.

     Tell the students that they can make a guessing game similar to Carmen Santiago.     Group students in pairs or threes (mixed ability groups work best especially when the teacher assigns them; however, any grouping will work).

     The goal is to create a set of twenty clues that would help another student identify a country.  You may want to use this time to brainstorm with students about what would

make good clues, or you may want to present the following outline for them.  (If you use brainstorming, the final list should be similar to this one.)

     Location -     What is next to it?

                    On what continent is it?

                    In what hemisphere is it?

                    Is it bordered by any bodies of

                    water?

     Culture -      What language do they speak?

                    Is there a major religion?

                    What do the people do for a living?

     Political -    What kind of government do they have?

                    What is their currency called?

                    What is the capital city?

     If class is not familiar with the resources to use, this would be the time to introduce them.  Explain the merits of each type of reference work to be used.  Remind

the students that the broader clues should be given first since the value of the correct answer is determined by the number of clues that were needed to guess the country.

     Teacher may assign countries or let groups choose their own.  Students should keep their country a secret if possible.

I always remembered more and enjoyed learning more while playing a game! That is the reason I chose this lesson plan. 
http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst66.txt


Pick out 4-5 students in the room that have on similar clothing. For example, stripes on the shirt, pink clothing, different colored shoe laces, tennis shoes or non tennis shoes. When you have the ones that are distinctly different in one certain area, have them go to the other side of the room. Have them go to the game center and play the games that they want to do. Give them stickers and tell them they could do anything they wanted to do for the rest of the day. Then tell the other students in the class that they have two extra tests to take and they had no time to prepare. You can do anything you want here, as far as special treatment or the students who are “not accepted.” Keep this going for a bit until you see that some students are starting to get upset or mad. You could then go right into a follow-up activity that relates to Rosa parks.

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:  When the initial activity is finished, you will have a strong focal point into discussing how minorities feel in everyday life. This brings in mind a multitude of activities that one can make thought-provoking for any age group.
This is the reason I chose this lesson plan.
http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst26.txt


Have students imagine that you have taken the entire class to the library to do research on the Constitution.  The girls take their purses with them.  At the end of class, one girl screams, "Someone took my wallet!"  The only person who could have taken it was in the class. Break the class into six groups.  They are to answer questions posed to them as if they were:

 A.  The guilty student

 B.  An innocent boy

 C.  An innocent girl

 D.  A girl with a controlled substance on her person

 E.  A boy with chewing tobacco and cigarettes (illegal in school)

 F.  The girl who lost the wallet

Pose the following questions for brainstorming and consensus:

 A.  Should a search of everyone occur?  Explain.

 B.  Who should conduct the search, if one does take place?  Does

     it make a difference?

 C.  Decide what you will do if a search of all is conducted.

 D.  Is the Constitution involved here?  Explain.


When students are ready have each group answer question A and then do the same for questions B-D.  You should generate "I'm innocent and have nothing to fear."  Explore that with the students (Should law enforcement be allowed to search when/where they want because innocent people have nothing to fear?  Wouldn't that cut down on crime?)  You should also get the clever criminal who dumps the wallet and hides the money in a book.  (How would the class feel having been subjected to a search that ultimately reveals nothing?)  Ask the innocent girl or boy how they would feel if coincidentally they have similar denominations on them.  Would they still be comfortable with a search?  What about the students who possess illegal items?  Should they get in trouble for what is discovered on them?


Finally, pursue the constitutional angle.  What does the Constitution say?  Should a search of everyone be conducted immediately?  Does the Fourth Amendment apply to students?  Do school officials need a warrant?  Are they "police"?  What would be the most efficient way the solve this?  Is that the most just way?  Raise the concept of individual freedoms conflicting with society's needs.


I liked this lesson plan because of the role playing and personal experience that the students get. I think that students retain information better and are more interested in the topic when they are actively participating.

Each of these lesson plans I chose because the students could actually be involved in the lesson. Students like classes that get them out of their seat or doing something different rather than just reading out of the textbook. The main reason I chose all of them is because I thought they sounded fun and I would have enjoyed them and learned more when I was younger.
