Cheryl Hudson

Edu 512, Fall 2007

Dr. James Gentry


Pedegogically Sound Lesson Plans via Internet

http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com (a website my school has registered for through esc11)

Pendemonium: The Ink on the Sphinx

This lesson plan was one that I used in class. The kids and I really enjoyed it. My students were having a hard time with “nouns”, so I used this. The lesson starts off with a focus in which you have students recall what they already know about nouns. You review the singular, plural, proper, and common nouns. The students will then watch the video. Following the video, the lesson plan gives discussion questions to ask in checking for understanding. The video also teaches about ancient Egypt, and centers around the nouns that you would find there. The activity to follow the discussion is one in which the students create a pyramid of nouns using nouns found in ancient Egypt. 

Lone Star Legacy: The Texas Republic and The War With Mexico
This lesson plan is one that I plan to use in my next lesson in Texas History (still from unitedstreaming). It explains how U.S. settlers came to Mexican-owned Texas, and eventually seceded, and became an independent country. To begin the lesson, you ask review questions (provided) to have students recall prior knowledge of the information shown in the video. Students will then watch the video. This lesson plan is for 6-8 grade, however, I plan to bring it to a 4th grade level. Following the video, the class is divided into two groups. Each group chooses a character from the video, one from the Texas side, one from the Mexican side. They will debate on whether Texas should become independent or not, and why. Other activities are suggested that sound great. This one I like because it can involve writing, which my students are being tested on this year for the TAKS (writing to persuade). I would most likely end the class with a discussion about which side was more convincing, and what words/phrases did they use that made it that way.
www.edhelper.com
Indian in the Cupboard
In order to incorporate our Texas History with Reading, I decided to do a unit over the book, “Indian in the Cupboard”, by Lynne Reid Banks. We had just studied Native Americans, and were ready to start a chapter book, and I figured this one would be the best. Edhelper.com had the most well-prepared unit over this book that I could find. Again, you have to subscribe to this one, but it is WELL worth it!! According to the resource, to start the unit, we talked about the author. Then we created a KWL chart about the book. After each reading, we add to the “learned” column on our chart, and mark off questions from the “want to learn” column that we can now answer. We have now read up to chapter 3, and the students are to read chapter 4 on their own at home. The resource gave good vocabulary words from the book which we use in class. I have had the students write down the definitions from context clues as we go along, and from the dictionary to boost those dictionary skills. Then, they are to use the words in a sentence on the chart that I give them. After every 4 chapters, the resource provided review questions and test questions which I plan to use after we are all caught up on chapter 4. At the end of the book, I plan to have the students take an AR test over the book and give them extra credit for the points they earn.
www.hotchalk.com
Teach Describing Words
This lesson plans explains how to teach adjectives. We will be doing adjectives in our next Language Arts chapter, so this will benefit me in the coming weeks. The lesson plan starts off with holding up a book with a title that has adjectives. They recommend “The Big Green Monster”. Ask the students which words are describing words. Explain that describing words are called adjectives. Then read the book aloud to the students once through. Then read it a second time, this time having the students pick out the adjectives on each page. Write the adjectives in a chart on the board or on posterboard as you go along. After checking that every student understands the concept (by asking comprehension questions), explain that they will not get to create their own something (that something will have to do with the book you read…they suggest here to have students create their own monster). Once you have come up with your monster and have illustrated it, the students must write about their monster using adjectives in each sentence. This one is designed for the younger grades, I can tell, but I will most likely vamp it up to make it 4th grade appropriate, and I have some great books that have social studies themes that I will most likely use for this lesson. 
http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Social_Studies/Civics/CIV0014.html?CFID=11634063&CFTOKEN=45663501 via www.eduhound.com
Character and Citizenship Education 
This lesson plan explains a way to teach citizenship, and how to be a responsible citizen. I love this because it is a big social studies lesson, and also a character building exercise. The resources tells to start the lesson by writing the words, “Citizenship”, and “Service to Others” on the board, and have students attempt to define them. Follow that with the reading of a book that has a citizenship theme, such as “Berenstain Bears to the Rescue”. After reading the story, start a discussion over how the characters in the book demonstrated citizenship behaviors. Then, explain to the students that they will be making a citizenship tree. Have a few students cut out a tree shape from green posterboard and tack it to a bulletin board titled, Our Citizenship Tree. Write the sentence “I can help others by doing _______” on the board. Have students write or demonstrate how they would fill in the blanks. Write the answers/suggestions on the board. Lead a discussion about the analogy of “doing things for others” and “gifts”. Have the students chose one of the “gifts” from on the board, and provide them with craft supplies so they can create their “gift” to be put under the Citizenship Tree. The students are responsible for giving their “gift” to someone by their actions. This will be an ongoing process throughout the six weeks. I love this idea because it would be great to do around the holidays! We will create a our tree in the shape of a Christmas tree. I can’t wait! That is the perfect “gift”, and a great lesson.
