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LESSON PLANS VIA INTERNET
Guided Comprehension:  Making Connections Using a Double-Entry Journal

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=228
This lesson is designed to be used over three 1 hour sessions.  Students learn and use the comprehension strategy of making connections (text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world) by using a double-entry journal.  The teacher reads a few pages of Harvesting Hope by Kathleen Krull and shows students how to make connections to the text.  The teacher finishes the book and stops periodically to allow students to document their connections.  A class discussion is done at the end to reflect.   Extensions include writing a letter to Cesar Chavez, creating a skit, drawing a picture to illustrate their connection, and doing more research on Cesar Chavez.  
I actually did part of this lesson (text-to-self) during Hispanic Heritage Month.  My ESL students did not know who Cesar Chavez was and enjoyed relating his life and struggles as an immigrant to theirs.
Mexico’s Day of the Dead (Dia de Los Muertos)
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/mexico/lesson-plan/3183.html
Students study the Day of the Dead to understand that cultures have different views of life and death.  Students first write and discuss their views of death.  They then read an article and see photos about the Day of the Dead.  Students then compare and contrast their views on death with the Mexican celebration of the Day of the Dead.  

I did a similar lesson with another teacher during Dia de Los Muertos 11/1-11/2.  We watched a video and discussed the differences.  On 11/1, I had my students compare and contrast Halloween to Dia de Los Muertos using a Venn diagram.  The whole school had been decorated for Halloween.  The other teacher with whom I had done the lesson had his room decorated with Dia de Los Muertos items.  The students did a great job at describing how death is portrayed differently in Mexico.  
Family History
http://atozteacherstuff.com/pages/301.shtml
Students research family history, record this information and present it orally to the class.  They will interview family members, gather family records (birth certificates, baptismal records, court documents), accurately record the information, and then present it to the class.  A family tree is to be submitted to the teacher, and multimedia presentations may be done for the class.  
I like this lesson plan.  It would be beneficial for my ESL students to learn about their family history and practice their writing and speaking skills.  Many students do not have the opportunity to return to their native country, so this might help them feel as though they are staying connected to their heritage.  Assimilation into a different culture is something that ESL students struggle with.  I think I will do this lesson plan with them.  I realize that they may not have access to family records, but I feel that they would learn a lot.  I remember doing this in junior high and high school.  I still have my paper with all of my aunt and uncles birthdays.  It’s a great start to researching your family tree.  
Build Listening Skills with Asian Folktales
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/04/lp340-04.shtml
This is a simple lesson.  Students listen to Asian folktales (links are provided in the lesson plan) and then answer comprehension questions (also provided).

This lesson is short but useful.  I plan to celebrate Asian and Pacific Islander Month in May as I have students from the Marshall Islands.  It is always good for my ESL students to hear stories and answer comprehension questions.  I would change it up a bit and also have students compare and contrast these folktales to Mexican and American folktales.  

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words:  From Image to Detailed Narrative
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=116
Students view pictures that tell stories.  They provide their own interpretations of the picture or extend the details on what has happened.  Students learn to use voice, vocabulary, culture, and characterization.  A list of vocabulary words can be provided to help students write.  
I really like this lesson plan for ESL students.  I can teach them about brainstorming, mood, setting, characterization, and many other things.  Providing a vocabulary list would be of utmost importance for them.  I have been planning to do a lesson plan like this soon.    
