Lesson Plans

1. MAP MAKING
This activity acquaints students with some of the problems associated with map making, especially with transferring a round shape into a flat shape.  It also raises their awareness of location of continents, latitude and longitude, and other map skills.

http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst116.txt
I consider this to be a pedagogically sound lesson plan because it not only teaches the students about the continents, oceans and other geographic information which is in the teks but it also allows the students to do it themselves so that they actually see where everything is located at and they can understand more about map making. 

2. "Hello, I Am Deborah Sampson"

 The purpose of this activity is to get students more active in the learning process, to have students realize that it is people who have an impact on our history, to have students learn about the people and events in the American Revolution, and have students become aware of the shortage of information written about women during this time period.

http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst56.txt
I think this is a good lesson plan because it really enables student learning. Having the students pick an influential person from the American Revolution and “acting them out” is really cool. I think this would be a lesson that would “stick” with the students longer than a week. 
3. Parts of Speech Review

I picked this lesson plan because right now my class is studying the parts of speech and sentence structure. I wish I had found this lesson plan sooner. Students need to know how to correctly use words in their writing and speaking.  By reviewing parts of speech with this hands-on activity, the children will retain and enjoy studying sentence structure a lot more than just telling them about it. 

http://www.col-ed.org/cur/lang/lang75.txt
4. "INVENT A HOLIDAY"

The purpose of this activity is to allow students to think about their own special holiday traditions and compare them with those of other

students.  Following a certain structure, they then use their imaginations to create their own holiday.
http://www.col-ed.org/cur/lang/lang85.txt
I liked this lesson plan because I think it is a cool way to get children to practice writing. In my class that I am teaching they hate to write. What better way to get my kids to write and actually enjoy it.  Holidays are the best times of the year, and if you get to make a up your own special holiday that’s even better. 

5. Oral Reports through 'Personality Bags'

The lesson is about students doing oral reports on biographies using a “personality bag”. Students select objects that reflect the attributes of the personality in their book. 

http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst81.txt
I think this lesson is a good one because it encourages the use of critical thinking skills and enhances memory.
