Jenna Shatford

Curriculum & Methods

9:25 TR 


Theme: Pirates

Grade Level: Kindergarten

TEKS:       participate in rhymes, songs, conversations, and discussions 

Connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening 

Learn and apply letter-sound correspondences 

Use sets of concrete objects to represent quantities given in verbal or written form (through 20) 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of visual sources such as pictures, symbols, television, maps, computer images, print material, and artifacts; 

Create artworks, using a variety of colors, forms, and lines 

Modifications: You could pair children with learning disabilities with GT kids and make                         this a partner or group project. You can change some assignments into oral assignments for children with learning disabilities.

Focus: Learn some sea shanties.

Create a KWL chart about pirates

Social Studies:

Discuss maps and how pirates used them to find buried treasure. Point out and label the continents, oceans, and your state. 

Social Studies Center:


Materials: Paper, crayons, glue

Make your own map and use an X to mark where your treasure is buried.

Art Center:

Materials: Shoe boxes (with lids) for every child, glue, construction paper, white paper, crayons, and markers

Discuss the history of the pirate flag, which is called the Jolly Roger. Have the students create their own flag for their imaginary pirate ship. You can also have them decorate a treasure chest made from a shoe box and construction paper (This will be used in the speaking and listening part of the lesson).
Math Center:

Materials: Small potting pebbles spray painted gold, paper treasure chest cutouts with numbers on them
Have the children put the amount of “treasure” in the treasure chest which corresponds with the number on it.

Listening/Reading Center: 

Materials: A copy of Do Pirates Take Baths? By Kathy Tucker for each child, Do Pirates Take Baths? on tape, headphones, and tape player
Have the children listen and follow along with the book.

Dramatic Play Center:
Materials: small rowboat, telescopes, compass, maps, pirate costumes, eye patches, stuffed parrot, mops (to swab the deck), anything else you can think of (*Remember not to include anything that promotes violence*)
Tell your children about the pirate’s “code of conduct.” Have them sign their own saying the will not fight or pretend to fight in the dramatic play area even though some real pirates weren’t very smart and sometimes fought. Then use the dramatic play area for them to act out parts of a pirates life (ex. Navigating, swabbing the deck, finding treasure etc.)
Cooking Center:

Materials: Tubes of biscuit dough, raisins, cookie sheets, oven, napkins, plates

Tell children that pirate ships had no electricity, which meant no refrigerators. This meant that a lot of times their food went bad. Mostly they ate something called hardtack. Explain to your students that this is like a hard biscuit. Pirate food was a lot of times infested with bugs. Have the kids create their own hardtack by putting bugs (raisins) into the biscuit dough. Then bake and let the kids enjoy.
Technology Center: 

Materials: tape recorder, computer with internet access, drawing materials

Have the children record the sea shanties they have learned in circle time. Have the children visit a pirate website and draw pictures of the clothing that real pirates wore. 

Speaking: 

Materials: treasure box from the art center, and favorite book

Have the children take their treasure chest home and put inside a book they “treasure.” Then have each child show their book and tell why they like it.

Game for enhancing letter sound correspondence:

Materials: Foam balance beam

Have the children play walk the plank. First have the children simply walk across the balance beam. On their next turn have say the letter p, the sound it makes, and the word pirate as they walk the plank. This is especially good for your kinesthetic learners. 

Writing Center:

Materials: paper, pencil, drawing supplies

Have each student write a capital P and lowercase p in their alphabet books. Then have them draw a picture of a pirate.

Viewing Center:


Materials: TV, DVD player, Peter Pan on DVD

Show the children part of peter pan where the pirate’s sing the sea shanties. Next have them come up with their own.
