EDSP 515:  Advanced Studies in Developmental Disabilities

Virtual office hours: daily
Your email will be answered within 24 hours. Please email me through Black Board email only not regular TSU email. Assignments not posted or through Black Board Assignments section will not be graded and therefore, no credit will be awarded.
Face to face office hours: Thursday, 9-noon: you must have an appointment by calling 254-968-0701.
Catalog Description:
A study of research-based instructional methods appropriate for students with developmental disabilities. Course content includes; the assessment and teaching of functional academic skills, life management skills and communication skills; collaborating with parents, paraprofessionals, general education teachers and related service providers; community-based instruction; vocational planning and preparation.
Program Goal:
The goal of the Tarleton State University Educational Diagnostician programs is to develop in graduate students with skills necessary to assess and diagnose learning and social disabilities in school-aged children and adolescents including the administration, interpretation and articulation of academic, social and cognitive assessment data in order to assist parents and teacher to develop appropriate and legally compliant educational environments for exceptional learners.  The goal of the M.Ed. in Special Education is to develop master teachers of special needs children.

TMATE Prerequisites:

Admission to the alternative teacher certification program at Tarleton.
Expanded Course Description:
The primary purpose of the course is to prepare students with the knowledge and skills they will require to teach effectively in programs for students with developmental disabilities. Students will study the research on developmental disabilities, including causation, diagnosis, and educational programming. Individuals with developmental disabilities require a curriculum and teaching methodologies that are modified to meet individual needs. Upon completing this course, students will be capable of teaching and managing a class for students with developmental disabilities.
Course Objectives:
The objectives of this course are aligned with the ExCET competencies of Texas certification as an education diagnostician and All-level Special Education TeXes test framework and Texas competencies for professional special educators and educational diagnosticians.

Upon completion of this course the students will…
a.       Define the learning and behavioral characteristics of students with significant developmental disabilities and terms related to inclusion practices.

b.      Write an inclusion philosophy statement about inclusion of students with significant disabilities in the general education curriculum
c.        Define and explain the differences between standardized, functional and alternative assessment data

d.       Demonstrate the ability to conduct a functional assessment

e.        Demonstrate the ability to use functional assessment data to develop intervention strategies for students with severe/profound disabilities in special education and inclusive classroom environments

f.         Demonstrate the ability to write standards-referenced IEP/ITP goals and objectives for students with significant developmental disabilities

g.       Demonstrate knowledge of working with families of students with significant developmental disabilities

h.       Demonstrate knowledge of the services and equipment available for students with severe significant developmental disabilities.
Intended Student Outcomes:
At the conclusion of the course the student will be able to:
A) Knowledge Outcomes…
(a) learn how to analyze and explain the research on developmental disabilities, including the methods for teaching students with developmental

(b) learn how to utilize appropriate diagnostic instruments and methodologies to assess levels of developmental and design instructional programs appropriate to individual needs

(c) learn how to demonstrate the communication skills necessary to interact with parents, paraprofessionals and related service providers in delivering a comprehensive educational program

(d) develop comprehensive educational programs that will effectively prepare students with developmental disabilities to lead productive and fulfilling lives

B) Skill Outcomes…

(a) analyze and explain the research on developmental disabilities, including the methods for teaching students with developmental

(b) utilize appropriate diagnostic instruments and methodologies to assess levels of developmental and design instructional programs appropriate to individual needs

(c) demonstrate the communication skills necessary to interact with parents, paraprofessionals and related service providers in delivering a comprehensive educational program

(d) develop comprehensive educational programs that will effectively prepare students with developmental disabilities to lead productive and fulfilling lives

*/*.*/*`/•Assessments & Course Requirements: 
(TIMELINESS IS IMPORTANT IN THIS CLASS…)
1. Final Comprehensive Exam: objective/content based ( 25 total points)
2. Mid-Semester Exam: objective/content based~modules 1-4 (10 total points) 
3. *`Online Team Assignments: (4 @ 6 points each; 24 points) 
4. Individual Assignments: (25 @ 1 point each; 25 points)
5. Tory Haden Book Review: (5 points discussion & 5 points independent assignment; 10 points)
6. Professionalism:  •(at least 5 total points)
PUT TIME IN ON-LINE, COMPLETED ASSIGNMENTS ON TIME, WORKED AND PARTICIPATED WITH TEAM
*Based on timeliness, participation, team effort, etc.
Total Course: 100 points (93-100 A; 92-83 B; 82-73 C 72-63 D 62 and below F)
*.* The failure to complete or turn-in any assignment will result in an F for the course 
*`TEAM ASSIGNMENTS ARE BASED ON THE DISCUSSION PARTICIPATION IN THE DISCUSSION AREA…NOT THE FINAL PRODUCT….ALL ARE TO BE INVOLVED…EVERYONE WILL BE THE TEAM CAPTAIN AT LEAST ONCE.
• Discretionary points for professionalism (+5 to –15) to final average timeliness, logging in, on-line courtesy, on-time of assignments, etc…

Total Course: 100 points (93-100 A; 92-83 B; 82-73 C 72-63 D 62 and below F)*
Required Texts:
1.) Westling, D. and Fox, L. (2009). Teaching students with severe disabilities (4th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. (ISBN: 978-0-13-241444-9) (CLICK HERE TO GET BUY THE BOOK
2.) Novel by Tory Hayden: See the Assignment Resource Area in Course Content.
Academic honesty: Academic honesty is expected of students enrolled in this course. Cheating on examinations, unauthorized collaboration, falsification of research data, plagiarism, and copying or undocumented use of materials from any source, constitute academic dishonesty, and may be grounds for a grade of “F” in the course and/or disciplinary action. The student is responsible for reading and understanding the University Policy on Academic Integrity.  For additional information, see the university catalog. Turnitin© will be used for all academic papers.
Students With Disabilities Policy: 
It is the policy of Tarleton State University to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other federal, state, and local laws relative to the provision of disability services. Students with disabilities attending Tarleton State University may contact the Office of Disability Services at (254) 968-9478 to request appropriate accommodation. Furthermore, formal accommodation requests cannot be made until the student has been officially admitted to Tarleton State University.

Class Attendance: 
Class attendance on-line requires that you log-in each day M-TH, read email, answer instructors requests, interact with your team as needed and complete assignments within the specified time line. 
Professionalism: *Examples of unprofessional behavior include chronic absenteeism or tardiness, late work, minimal participation, or surface/pseudo reading responses to team members and professor.
Student Library& Technology Use @ TSU:

Library Support: 

The mission of the Dick Smith Library is to supplement and enrich classroom teaching and learning; to support individual study and research; and to reinforce all curricular and recreational programs of the University. Use the following link to view the library support available: http://www.tarleton.edu/~library/userhelphome.html
Computer Usage Policy: The University reserves the right to limit, restrict or deny access to its technology resources, as well as to take disciplinary and/or legal action against anyone in violation of these regulations or applicable law. Use the following link to view the acceptable computer use policy: 

http://www.tarleton.edu/~helpdesk/network/acceptable_use.html
 

Technical Support: 

         Students needing technical support with online instructional tools will find useful information, tips and contact information at the Center for  online support services http://online.tarleton.edu/Dual/DualLoginPage.htm. 
Student having problems with online instructional tools including Blackboard CE6 should contact the support services at 254.968.1960 or through Email at Support.CITDE@tarleton.edu 
Note:  Many of the problems reported by students are caused simply by the fact that their browser is not set up (tuned) properly or they are not using the correct browser version. Information concerning computer configuration for Blackboard CE6 can be found at http://online.tarleton.edu/Dual/computersettings.htm .  If you have questions please contact Online support services at 254.968.1960 or through Email at Support.CITDE@tarleton.edu 
         Students having problems with Email or accessing the Tarleton Network should contact the Tarleton Information Services helpdesk at: http://www.tarleton.edu/~helpdesk/ 
 

Student Help: 

Additional information about how to use Blackboard CE6 and many other helpful tips can also be found in the student resources area of the Center for Instructional Technology and Distributed Education website.  The Blackboard CE6 Student Toolbox: 

http://online.tarleton.edu/students/CE6handbook/home.htm
To get started using Blackboard CE6, carefully read the information in this section of the Blackboard CE6 Student Toolbox:  http://online.tarleton.edu/students/CE6handbook/page_2.htm
My Philosophy of Education: 

Teaching is the noblest of professions.  Our work is the only work that seeks the advancement of the individual.  We are mentors, parents, social workers, counselors, and etc.  In short, teachers are in a profession that is asked to be many things for a diverse public.  Those who take up the mantle of teaching must desire lifelong learning experiences which are used to continually adapt instruction to meet the needs of one’s students.  Learning is life.   Learning is questioning, genuine, seeking, and changing.  We learn from each other and grow from the experiences we share.  This anonymous quote summarizes my philosophy, “He who ceases to learn cannot adequately teach.”       

HELPFUL WEBSITES:

SIGN-ON to BLACKBOARD   MODULES      BOOK SEARCH      Dr. Gentry
